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Iran and Kazakhstan: common history and culture

Bolatova Samal’

Abstract

The paper considers some aspects of the issue concerning the common history
and culture of modern Iran and Kazakhstan. Diplomatic, political, trade,
economic and cultural ties that have been developed between the two countries
have a solid foundation in the form of a common cultural and historical
heritage. The nations who lived at the territory known as Iran and Kazakhstan,
for thousands of years have been living in close communication. Their contacts
were of a different character - wars, alliances, etc. Moreover, these nations are
tied closely by neighborhood relations and unity of the region to which they
belonged. But the most pronounced similarity of the fate and future of both
nations is manifested in the age of introduction and spread of Islam in these
areas, when Turan became known as the "Mawarannahr " from VII century
(which literally can be translated from Arabic as "which is beyond the river" in
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this case the river is Amu Darya ). At this point we are witnessing the synthesis
of Arab, Iranian and Turkish cultures in the medieval Arab-Islamic culture. The
Persians and the Turks are making a great contribution to the development of
various branches of science, knowledge and culture in the Arab caliphate
(history, geography, theology, Hadith , linguistics, literature, natural and
technical sciences, medicine, philosophy, logic, and etc.). With reference to
this we should mention the names of Al- Farabi, Ibn Sina, At-Tabari, Al-
Istakhri, Sibaveyhi, Khwarizmi, Al-Bukhari, Al-Biruni, etc. The belonging to a
single region with a common linguistic, cultural and religious component
contributed to the influence of the Persians into the Turkic culture. At this time
the borrowed words of Persian language actively began to penetrate into the
Kazakh language, and Kazakh literature started experiencing the great
influence of Persian literature. We get a lot of information about the nations of
Central Asia, including Kazakhs, from medieval Persian sources.

Keywords: Iran, Turan, Islam, common history and culture, the Arabic
language, the medieval Arab-Islamic culture, language contacts, literary
connections.

The nations who lived at the territory of modern Iran and Kazakhstan, lived
been in close interaction for thousands of years. Their contacts were of a different
character - wars, alliances, etc. Moreover, these nations were tied by close
neighborhood relations and unity of the region to which they belonged. In ancient
and medieval sources we often encounter the names of Iran and Turan. Iran has
always acted as a region that separated the lands of Turks. We can talk about the
unity of origin, as the Turan was a name of the country, located to the north-east of
Iran and inhabited by nomadic Iranian tribes commonly called as "Tour" (saks).
Later Turan bacam a name for the whole territory between the rivers Amu Darya
and Syr Darya. Syr Darya (Seyhun) was the first conventional boundary between
Iran and Turan in ancient times, and in more recent times Amu Darya (Jeykhun)
took this role. The mentioning of the place named "Turan" can be found in the
ancient Iranian mythology, Middle Persian religious and historical literature and
documents in medieval Persian and Arab- Islamic and Central Asian historical and
geographical literature. Discussions on this issue has not ceased till now. But the
most pronounced similarity of the fate and future of both nations is manifested in
the age of introduction and spread of Islam in these areas, when Turan became
known as the "Mawarannahr" from VII century (which is literally translated from
Arabic as "which is beyond the river" in this case the river is Amu Darya).

Islam began to spread out in Iran from the first half of VII century due to its
proximity to the borders of the Arabian Peninsula, besides this many modern Arab
states were in the orbit of influence of Sassanid Iran. However it started to
penetrate into the Turks land later, it spreaded out mainly in the southern regions -
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urban centers of sedentary culture. It was Islam that become the main unifying
factor between the nations of Iran and people living at the territory of modern
Kazakhstan. At this point we are witnessing the synthesis of Arab, Iranian and
Turkish cultures in the medieval Arab-Islamic culture. The Persians and the Turks
are making a great contribution to the development of various branches of science,
knowledge and culture in the Arab caliphate (history, geography, theology, Hadith,
linguistics, literature, natural and technical sciences, medicine, philosophy, logic,
and etc.). In this regard we should mention the names of Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, At-
Tabari, Al-Istakhri, Sibaveyhi , Khwarizmi, Al-Bukhari, Al-Biruni, etc. The
belonging to a single region with a common linguistic, cultural and religious
component contributed to the influence of the Persians into the Turkic culture. At
this time the borrowed words of Persian language actively began to penetrate into
the Kazakh language, and Kazakh literature started experiencing the great
influence of Persian literature. We get a lot of information about the nations of
Central Asia, including Kazakhs, from medieval Persian sources. As the Persians,
like the Chinese, had the extensive experience of the historiographical tradition,
they were describing their own history along with the history of other nations.

The people of Iran and Kazakhstan are united by centuries-old culture . For a
long period of time , both regions influenced each other, which manifests itself in
particular in the language borrowings and literary contacts. Particularly bright it
can be seen after the penetration of Islam in Iran, and in the land of Turks.
In the modern Kazakh language there is a significant amount of Persian and Arabic
derivatives, most of them got into it through the Persian language and Persian
culture. This issue, in our view, requires additional, more in-depth research
involving sources and dictionaries of Arabic and Persian languages. Also, the issue
of the presence of Turkisms in Persian language has not been sufficiently
elucidated.

Kazakh folklore and Kazakh literature also experienced the greatest impact
of Persian literature, especially poetry. There is a lot of images and symbols
developed as a true Persian and Persian-speaking authors. In turn, Persian literature
was formed and developed in the contact and interaction with the literatures of
India , the Arab Caliphate. In this regard, further research seems relevant as to the
folklore and literary ties of Iran and Kazakhstan in the context of the literature of
the East as a whole in order to determine the characteristics of each of literature , in
order to identify similarities and differences.

Special attention should be given to further cooperation between the two
parties in the field of scientific studying of Al-Farabi. It is known that Iran pays a
lot of attention to this area. Moreover, they carry out a festival devoted to Al-
Farabi every year. Unfortunately, I have not had a chance to take part in it, but I
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hope that in the future I will have that opportunity. Taking advantage of the
presence in this esteemed event, we would like to acquaint the participants with the
new trends in the study of the life and works of Al- Farabi in Kazakhstan.
Modern explorations and achievements, development of new approaches in science
allows to make "a re-reading" and redefining of heritage of past centuries.
Kazakhstan currently pays great attention to this problem. As part of a specially
designed State program "Cultural Heritage" the collection, translation, study,
publication of various sources, containing information on the history, culture and
literature of the Kazakhs is being performed.

Kazakh land is a home to a number of prominent personalities who have
become famous far beyond its borders, have made a significant contribution to the
world's science, played a key role in the history of other nations. Among these
geniuses and heroes are the great philosopher of the East, a scholar and
lexicographer Abu Nasr Al-Farabi and Sultan Zahir Baybars the glorious ruler in
the era of the Mamluks of Egypt.

Legacy of Al- Farabi has been adequately studied in the historic homeland.
Many works of the scientist were collected from the various archives, libraries and
funds, translated into Kazakh and Russian languages, published and republished.
Fundamental research of such faces of the thinker as philosophy, logic, social,
ethical and mathematical beliefs, music theory were conducted.The achievements
of Kazakhstan in the field of Al-Farabi science in the Soviet period are well known
to the scientific audience.

Since Kazakhstan gained independence the study of the work of Al-Farabi is
performed both within the above specified government program, and as a part of
the activities of various institutions, foundations and associations, as well as some
representatives of the creative and scientific intellectuals. It seems that the
activities of the Institute of Philosophy and Political Science of the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan is known outside the
country. A fruitful working creative team of Al-Farabi researches (Al'Mashany,
A.H.Kasymzhanov, A.N.Nysanbaev, A.H.Kubesov, M.S.Burabaeyv,
G.K.Kurmangalieva, A.M.Kenesarin etc.) was formed on the basis of this scientific
institution. Since 1991 the Institute staff have prepared several monographs on the
legacy of Al-Farabi. They are "Spiritual Heritage of Al-Farabi: Past and Present "
(Al-Farabi spiritual heritage 2001), "Al- Farabi and the development of Eastern
philosophy" (Al-Farabi and development of east philosophy 2005), "The
Philosophy of Al-Farabi and Islamic spirituality" (Al-Farabi philosophy and
Islamic spirituality 2005), "The world of values and Al- Farabi axiology of the
XXI century" (2006). In year 2000 the Institute of Philosophy organized the
International Congress "The Legacy of Al-Farabi and world culture" in Almaty



dedicated to the 1500th anniversary of the city of Turkestan (Al-Farabi heritage
and world culture 2001). The main idea of this event was the relevance of the
creative heritage of Al-Farabi to a multipolar world. A.N.Nysanbaev academic
director of the Institute said before the Congress: "The world is becoming
polycentric, polyphonic, it argues the idea of multi-difference, cultural pluralism.
And at the same time, more than ever, we need unity, not due to unification and the
suppression of identity and cultural identity, but rather through the deployment of
the differences, adoption of the national vision. Isn't it something that Al-Farabi
was dreaming about? "( Al-Farabi heritage: dialogue of cultures of the East and
West 2000: 4). Since 2002 the Institute has produced the philosophical and
political, spiritual and educational magazine "Al-Farabi."

Much work is being done by the Kazakh National University that bears the
name of al- Farabi since 90th of the last century. There is a Centre of al- Farabi in
the University. A major conference on "Al- Farabi in the history of science and
culture of the peoples of the East" was held in 1994 on the basis of this university
(Al-Farabi and spiritual heritages 1994).

In 2003 a Public Fund of Al- Farabi was established in Almaty, which is
headed by Doctor of Philosophy, Professor Anel Azimhan (daughter of the famous
Kazakh philosopher A.H.Kasymzhanova). The main objective of the Fund is
provision of support programs for studying and promoting of the heritage of Al-
Farabi. In 2006 a book of Anel Azimhan "The philosophical offering of Al-Farabi"
(Azimkhan 2006) was published.

Study of the heritage of Al-Farabi is held within the framework of the
International Fund of Al-Mashani, whose president is Professor Abdiraman
Shamshaddin. As we know, Akzhan Al'Mashany is the first one who returned the
name of Al-Farabi to his descendants.

In 2006 a Public Charitable Fund named after Al-Farabi and Sultan Baybars
was established, the president is Sapar Iskakov. After the last visit of the President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Syrian Arab Republic there was an
intergovernmental agreement signed on the construction of the historical and
cultural center of Al-Farabi in Damask and on construction of the mausoleum to
the scientist. In 2007 the international conference "Otrar's citizen recognized
around the world" was held at the homeland of Al-Farabi, in the South-Kazakhstan
region.

In recent years Kazakhstan has reissued many of the works of "Aristotle of
the East" in the Kazakh and Russian languages. There were various scientific

missions organized to the near and far abroad countries (Iran , Egypt , Syria) in
order to collect manuscripts of works of the scientist (Kuanyshbek 2006).



However, the integrated approach of this representative of the Middle Ages in the
vision of the various sciences, the depth of coverage and understanding of the
problems by him to this day attract the eyes of researchers and provide fertile
ground for new searches in the light of current trends in science. It seems to be
important to study the views of the philosopher from the perspective of issues such
as the dialogue of cultures and civilizations, a dialogue of languages, intercultural
communication, re-creation of language picture and constituent concepts in the
writings of Al-Farabi, the description of ethnolinguistic consciousness of the
scientist. Special attention is being given to identifying the continuity between the
ideas and principles of Al-Farabi and Yasavi Khoja Ahmed, Al-Farabi and Abai,
Al-Farabi and Shakarim. Kazakh scientists will attempt to study the ethnogenesis
and ethnography on Al-Farabi. In 1994 a book of A.Mashanov "Al-Farabi and
Abai" was published. In 2004 the book "Al- Farabi and today's science" (Al-
Mashani 2004) was re-issued. In 1998 a novel of A.Alimzhanov "Return of the
teacher" was published, which is an artistic view on the life and career of Al-
Farabi.

Kazakhstan science found new names and new approaches. In 2002 there
appeared monograph of S.D. Daukeyeva “Philosophy of music of Abu Nasr
Mukhammed Al-Farabi” (Daukeeva 2002). Along with this there is research of
separate borders of art of a thinker on the level of scientific articles and newspaper
publications.

It is important to research Al-Fabari as an extraordinary personality, brgh
sample of abstraction from particular types of belongings (language, religious,
mental) with the purpose of full serving science, reaching a sense of life and real
happiness. Such approach is also new in studying of personality Al-Farabi.
Unfortunately, linguistic views of the scientist still didn't find the full and due
reflection in works on history and linguistics theory. Meanwhile, Al-Farabi, acting,
first of all, as the philosopher and the logician, subjects to the deep analysis of a
problem of language, its main properties and the nature. Al-Farabi’s particular
interest in language seems to be natural as language is a means of expression of
thought, different carrier of information and means of its transfer. We should not
forget and that circumstance that Al-Farabi created in remarkable time when in the
Arab caliphate as a result of synthesis of the people and cultures there were
observed unknown developments of sciences and appearance of global outstanding
persons which made an invaluable contribution not only to formation of Arab-
Muslim culture, but also as a whole lifted human thought on qualitatively and
quantitatively new level. Their conclusions and supervision turned consciousness
of people for many centuries forward, predetermined process of many sciences.
Moreover, their ideas still don't lose the relevance and originality. Coming back to



a question of Al-Farabi linguistic views, it is possible to notice that they concern as
separately taken language (in most cases it is the Arabic language which the
scientist chose as a working language), and language as a whole as the public
phenomenon, attribute of mankind and a form of existence of human thought. It is
on the one hand. On the other hand, in Al-Farabi treatises we find lighting as the
traditional questions concerning directly sections of language (phonetics, a
lexicology, morphology, syntax) and its communications with other types of
sciences and arts (the logician, rhetoric, a calligraphy, music, poetics), and various
problems of the theory of linguistics (language definition, a problem of language
and speech, a form of existence of language and its contents, the sign nature of
language, a problem of development and language change, language and thinking
communication, relationship of form and content of language, a language role in
society, language functions, an origin and the language nature, language norm,
etc). Thus, it is possible to note that in Al-Farabi creativity the linguistic doctrine is
presented rather fully and substantially. With careful research of his heritage it is
possible to recreate the complete concept of this scientist. However thus it is
necessary to realize all difficulty of this search as if it consistently considers some
questions in such works as "The book of classification of sciences", "The book of
letters", "The big book of music", other their part is stated in a statement of other
problems and sections of knowledge, science and art that confirms complex
character and a multi-aspect of approach of Al-Farabi and specifics of a method of
its scientific search.

As researchers consider, Al-Farabi as one of the first among Muslim
philosophers asked a question of a language origin, its formation and began the
researches in this regard. Thus he approached to problem consideration as the
philosopher able to collect and analyse various aspects of the phenomenon —
historical, geographical, social, scientific and actually linguistic. As a result it
managed to present an accurate picture of a question which occupied minds of
people as in the ancient time, and the present. Thus philosophical approach in his
research allowed Al-Farabi to comprehend the main structure and division of
language into various circles and steps as he considered language in close
connection with logic, human mind and thinking to show its highest manifestation
- transformation into philosophy language. Thus, Al-Farabi in the X-th century
stated progressive ideas concerning an origin of language, a variety of existing
languages which found the development and confirmation in present period. In this
regard works of the Kazakhstan scientist-arabist of K.Kh.Tadzhikova who is
engaged in the translations of treatises of Al-Farabi (special attention is made to
translation of "The book of letters" (Al-Farabi 2005) and research of philosophy of
language in Al-Farabi creativity. Among them, in particular — "Al-Farabi: science
about language", "To a question of a logic and grammar ratio in Abu Nasr Al-



Farabi works", "Philosophical aspects of language in Abu Nasr Al-Farabi
creativity", "Philosophy of language and a language sign in Abu Nasr Al-Farabi
creativity" (Tadzhikova 1998). This subject lifts in the researches and the author of
this performance - "To a question of Al-Farabi poly-linguistics", "To a question of
studies of linguistic views of Al-Farabi", "Al-Farabi Ethno-language
consciousness" (Tuleubayeva 2004; Tuleubayeva 2007).

Abu Nasr Al-Farabi heritage is complex and multilateral. It is very actual
and today. The Kazakhstan scientists and researchers are ready to cooperation with
colleagues from Iran for the purpose of deep understanding of heritage of Al-
Farabi and his popularization.
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The State Historical and Cultural Reserve-Museum”ISSYK” Kazakhstan.
“Issyk Script”
Mukhtarova Gulmira

Abstract

In 1970, near the town of Issyk (Kazakhstan), in the burial belonging to the
young Saka leader, the so-called”The Golden Man” along with other items was
discovered a silver cup with the inscription, consisting of 26 characters. At
various times, attempts were made to read the inscriptions on the principles of
Turkic runic script, and thus prove the existence of the Turkic-speaking
components in the ancient history of Central Asia and Kazakhstan (Kazakh
scientists O. Suleymanov, A. Amanzholov, M. Barmankulov, Uzbek scientists
N. Rakhmonova, F. Jalilov, K. Mirshanom). Supporters of the Turkic language
proposed several options of reading. Other scientists, mainly Iranists, do not
recognize their point of view. (. M. Dyakonov, V. A. Livshits, S. G.
Klyashtorny). Thus, the problem of decoding the inscriptions remains open.
We hope that in the future, scientists will come to a consensus about the
interpretation of the inscription. However, the most important thing - is the
very existence of the scripture, which has allowed to revise the traditional view
of the absence of alphabetic script among early Asian nomads and gives a good
reason for further research. The exposition of the State Historical and Cultural
Reserve-Museum”Issyk”, which was opened in 2010, in the”Valley of the
Kings”, where the”Golden Man” - Saks leader was found, exposes a copy of
the above-mentioned silver cup with the inscription. Over the silver cup is a
collage, with the decodings of Issyk scripture by different authors and with
samples of the scripture. The original historical founding is kept in the



Museum of Gold and Precious Metals (in Astana). Personnel of the Museum-
Reserve consider it their duty to draw the attention of the public and scientists
to the unique monument of writing,’half-forgotten” in recent years. To do that,
they use different methods - research, education, scholarship, and publishing.
This includes conducting lectures, seminars, exhibitions of one subject, master
classes and more. In terms of cultural and educational programs it is
the”reason” for the museum activities associated with the significance of the
invention of writing in the history of mankind, people; with the value of written
records in the knowledge of the history, etc. Thus, we hope to make our
feasible contribution to unraveling one of the great monuments of writing.

The earliest written records are known to the modern world due to the work of
archaeologists. As a result of archaeological excavations, clay tablets from West
Asia, papyri from Egypt, manuscripts on ox hides (parchment) relating to the turn
of the new era, turned to be in the hands of scientists. It is because of those great
archaeological findings that the history of ancient civilizations was recreated.

The availability of written records makes a lot of the past clearer to the historian.
However, they do raise quite a few tough questions. Many ancient monuments
were written not just in the”dead” languages, but in the languages totally unknown
to the modern world. After the discovery of an ancient script monument by an
archaeologist, there comes a turn for the”reader-decoder”. Decoding of unknown
writing systems has long been an important direction for linguists. One such non-
decoded inscription is the”Issyk script”. The reason for the script to be named as
such is because of the place of its discovery. In 1970, near the town of Issyk, in the
burial mound of the young Saki leader, the so-called” Golden Man”, along with
other items, was discovered a silver cup with the inscription consisting of 26
characters, outwardly resembling the Orkhon-Yenisey script (according to another
hypothesis - Kharosthi script). The Cup dates back to V century BC. The
inscription is carved with a sharp object on the outside of the silver cup. Mainly
with respect to this inscription, scientists for the first time have used the
provisional name”’Issyk script”.

Kazakh scientist and thinker Olzhas Suleimenov /1/ was the first to introduce the
name to science. Also to him belongs the priority of the first decoding of the
inscription on the basis of the ancient Turkic runic alphabet. His proposed reading
of the inscription was: ”Son of Khan in twenty-three (died), name and fame of
people ran out. ”



“Issyk script” is currently represented in numerous inscriptions: on fragments of
pottery and stone from southern Uzbekistan, southern Tajikistan and northern
Afghanistan, which date back to circa I - VI centuries AD.

Some scientists attempt to read the inscriptions on the principles of Turkic runic
script, and thus prove the existence of the Turkic-speaking components in the
ancient history of Central Asia and Kazakhstan. Other scientists, mainly Iranists,
do not recognize their point of view. The most important proof for opponents of
Turkicness of the Issyk scripture is the allegation that the Turkish-runic script has
appeared in the VII - VIII centuries.

Kazakh scientist and thinker Olzhas Suleimenov /1/ was the first one to introduce
the name to science. Also to him belongs the priority of the first decoding of the
inscription on the basis of the ancient Turkic runic alphabet. His proposed reading
of the inscription was: ”Son of Khan in twenty-three (died), name and fame of
people ran out. ”

“Issyk script” is currently represented in numerous inscriptions such as fragments
of pottery and stone from southern Uzbekistan, southern Tajikistan and northern
Afghanistan, which date back to circa I - VI centuries AD.

Russian scientist G. G. Kotova/2/ in his article”Silver bowl of Issyk barrow” has
tried to prove that the silver cup from the Issyk barrow is a monument of the
Scythian (Saki) language, which is a part of the Indo-European family of
languages. Also, the author analyzes and criticizes the article of 1. S. Kuznetsov,
who believes that the inscription is written in Russian, and proposes the idea that
three thousand years ago Semirechien Sakas (Scythian people) spoke Russian
language, and the work of V. A. Chudinova, who believes that the text consisted
characters of’runica” and”’protokirillitsy”. Consequently, Kotov gives his own
deciphering which states”God is grieving and misses the dead Aksahane. ”

At various times, attempts were made to read the inscriptions on the principles of
Turkic-runic script, with hopes to prove the existence of the Turkic-speaking
components in the ancient history of Central Asia and Kazakhstan. Other scientists,
mainly Iranists, do not recognize their point of view. For example, [. M. Deacons,
V. A. Livshits, S. G. Klyashtorny, recognize the external similarity of some signs
of’Issyk script” with characters of Turkic-runic alphabet, but they disbelieve that
the origin of the script is of Turkic-runic language. They think that this letter
should be linked with the Iranian tribes of Central Asia, and most Iranian scholars
support their point of view. The most important proof for opponents of the idea



that”Issyk Script” was written in Turkic-runic language is the allegation that the
Turkic-runic script has started in the VII - VIII centuries.

At his time K. Akishev/3/, in his article”The Mystery of the Issyk letter”, cited the
following versions of decoding: G. Musabaeva: ”Honestly hold high the banner of
a father. Be a worthy ruler. Your horses, your soldiers will bring you fame. Stay
healthy”; A. Mahmudova: ” Dishes are honorable, peeled barley will multiply your
edibles, grains (food) will flow as stream”; A. Amanzholova: ”Elder Brother, it is
home! (Hey stranger), get on your knees! (let there be) food for a generation/4/,
A. Kerimkulov: ”Farewell, tigrahauda, eat this oil, now hunger”; T. Suleimenova:
”The ruler Ashan, you took the people. There are three thousand one hundred
thirty-one of them. Warriors of the two heroes of the thirty-two clans on six ash
stay in hundred banners”; R. Tarasenko,” Friend! Is it clear, that on that day we
drank too much”. In the next two versions the bases of decoding are not indicated,
I suppose, that they are made based on a dialect of Eastern Iranian language: I.
Kuznetsova (Krasnodar)”The gods favor war master Peshuru, who protecting our
kind, is calm”; A. Gandaburova (Kirovograd region)”’Albanian zones of sudden
invasions: Urartu, Elam, Media, Aria, the Saxons”.

There are also options for decoding by A. Abilasan and O. Bekzhanubiri. They are
made in the ancient language, and their accurate translation into modern Kazakh,
and even more so into Russian languages extremely difficult. So we cannot give
here the texts of the options.

Out of all available decryptions, K. Akishev gives preference to the famous
Hungarian linguist Professor Janos Harmatta /5/, who read the inscription on the
basis of the modified Persian-Aramaic alphabet, in linguistic science called
Kharoshthi: ”The cup should contain grape wine, cooked foods were added, / let it/
increase for a mortal, then prepared fresh oil is added”.

After the publication of K. Akishev’s article, scholars forgot about the”Issyk
script” for several decades. However in recent years, scientists at times refer back
to this issue. For example, scientists from Uzbekistan N. Rahmonov and B.
Matboboev in their article”Issyk script”, concluded that the inscription is an
archaic variant of runic letters and has a clear phonetic character, and made the
following decryption”’Azuq, ochuq at atsar, ash azaq, Utashta qan asu” -"If the
food and home are far, a friend will stay at the bottom, Utashta Khan will be the
master”.



A historian from Armenia Edward Khurshudian /6/ made an attempt to read some
of the words in the inscription in the Iranian language and gave their interpretation
in his article”The Inscription on the Cup from Issyk Kurgan”. In particular, he
attempted a clarification of the origin of the word”cup” to prove the Iranian origins
of the Issyk’s cup and the inscription.

Hence, the problem of decoding the inscriptions remains open. We hope that in the
future, scientists will come to an agreement about the interpretation of the
inscription. The most important thing - is the very existence of the scripture, which
has allowed reshaping the traditional view of the absence of alphabetic script
among early Asian nomads and gives a good reason for further research.

The State Historical and Cultural Reserve-Museum”Issyk”, which was opened in
2010 in the”Valley of the Kings” where the”Golden Man” — the Saki leader
was found, has a copy of the above-mentioned’silver cup” with the inscription.
The original historical founding is kept in the Museum of Gold and Precious
Metals (in Astana). Personnel of the Museum-Reserve consider it their duty to
draw attention from the public and scientists to the unique monument of writing,
which is «half-forgotten” in recent years. To do that, they use different methods -
research, education, scholarships, and publishing. This includes conducting
lectures, seminars, exhibitions on a subject, master classes and more. In terms of
cultural and educational programs it is the”reason” for the museum activities
associated with the significance of the invention of writing in the history of
mankind, people; with the value of written records in the knowledge of the history,
etc.

Presentation of written monument in the museum exhibition and its interpretation
by museum means - is one significant problem that relates to written records, and
their preservation and actualization in today's world of new technologies. Our
experience shows - even unknown, non-decoced written (or maybe exactly they to
a larger extent) attract the interest of visitors. Such monuments provide a kind of
field for independent work in the exhibition space for the museum visitor. And that
1s always attractive — a chance to play a game as a real researcher, and try to lift the
curtain of mystery. At the same time it is a kind (and perhaps possible?) way to
unravel the code of and read the inscription. For example, when visitors from Israel
found out that there is a version of ancient-armenian classification of the”Issyk
script”, tried to read it and found their own letters. Such discoveries ultimately
reinforce the achievement of museum’s mission - a formation of a culture and



historical knowledge, assist in self-identification in space and time of the citizens
and visitors of Kazakhstan through research, storage and presentation of
archaeological historical - cultural heritage.

Thus, we hope to make our feasible contribution to unraveling one of the great
monuments of writing. We hope that our contribution in the field of popularization
of written monuments as material evidence of the past is headed in the right and
reasonable direction. In an exposition of the museum -reserve there is a copy of the
relief of Achaemenidian palace at Persepolis (V century BC) with images of Saki.
As known, the earliest information on the nomads of Central Asia and Kazakhstan
are in the Persian cuneiform inscriptions. The Persians called it with the common
name of Saki. As we know from the history, as a result of campaigns of Darius, in
the first half of the IV century and until the end of the V century, a part of the Saki
became the part of the Achaemenidian association. Under the rule of the
Achaemenid, Saki, besides paying tribute, had to take part in the campaigns of the
Persian kings, exposing both cavalry and infantry. Numerous motives, episodes
and stories of folk literature of the ancient people of Kazakhstan have been
preserved in the”Avesta”, in the later literature of the Eastern peoples, such as
the”Shah - Nameh”, and finally, to this day portrayed in the folklore of the people
of Central Asia and Kazakhstan. In describing the preparation of a journey to the
East Cyrus Xenophon mentions the Saki as allies of Cyrus. /7/

This is a single case among museums of Kazakhstan that concerns the topic
of’written monuments” proving the deep historical ties between the friendly
countries of Kazakhstan and Iran.

On 26™ July 2013, the Central State Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan held
an exhibition”Days of the Holy Quran”, with participation of the Cultural Mission
of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Republic of Kazakhstan on
the occasion of the holy month of’Ramadan”. The aim of the exhibition was to
popularize Quranic knowledge and the art of calligraphy. The exhibition featured
about 70 works of Iranian artists, reflecting the Islamic culture and arts, in
particular the works of calligraphers with their compositions of Islamic patterns
and inscriptions from the Holy Quran.

In recent years there is a growing idea among researchers, who believe
that”animal like style” culture of Saki was formed under the influence of the art of
the Achaemenidian Iran and Bactria. We hope that these and other studies of
historical relations between the two countries will initiate new cultural
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connections, new joint projects in the fields of science, art and culture of
Kazakhstan and Iran, which in turn will be reflected in expositions of museums.
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Reflections of Persian in the 11th century Turkic Lexicon
Zifa Auezova'

Introduction

The transition towards independent statehood since 1991 allowed the new nation
states of the post-Soviet realm to revise considerable part of the legacy of social
sciences and humanities, which had been influenced by the Soviet ideology (active
from 1917 till 1991). One of the most fruitful areas of such revisions is
historiography and, particularly, intellectual history of the newly independent
nations, search for their roots and connections with neighbouring cultures, which
had been omitted for various reasons in the discourses of the Soviet period. For
Turkic-speaking peoples of the formerly Soviet regions, one of the significant
sources, which has been re-discovered and popularized recently, is the oldest
lexicon of Turkic dialects Diwan Lughat at-Turk, written by Mahmud al-Kashghari
around 1074.

Compiled in Arabic rather as an encyclopaedia of Turkic culture, than a traditional
bilingual lexicon, Diwan provides abundant evidences of diversity among various
tribes, which had been speaking Turkic in the 11™ c., as well as relations between
Turkic tribes and their neighbours — Iranians, Chinese, Arabs, Indians and others.
In this paper we’ll focus on the evidences of interactions between Turks and
Persians, as articulated by Mahmud al-Kashghari.

Proverbs: “No Turk without a Persian” vs. “Strike a Persian in an eye”

Judging by the Diwan, in the 1 1" c. there was a significant difference in the degree
of involvement with Persians between western and eastern Turkic tribes. In his
introduction to the Diwan the author explains the need for Muslims to learn the
language of the Turks by the recent military triumph of Turkic tribes in Central
Asia and the Middle East.

Oghuz Turks, who had previously been known primarily as mercenaries in the
armies of Muslim rulers, formed a powerful army guided by the representatives of
the Seljuk dynasty and took under control vast territories between Khorasan and

1 . . .
-Lecturer, Program Director, Eurasian Perspective
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the Mediterranean Sea. Seljuks earned the title of the Sultans of Islam under the
Abbasids. Eastern Turkic tribes guided by the Qarakhanid dynasty defeated the
Samanids and took control of a big part of Central Asia.

Mahmud al-Kashghari dedicated his treatise to the Abbaside caliph al-Mugqtadi
(1075-1094), obviously expecting that the interest within the caliphate towards the
Turkic language would grow in view of the changing role of the Turks in the
Islamic world.

Oghuz Turks had been neighbours with Persians for long time and were closely
related in everyday life and work as, for example, mercenaries in Persian armies.
Close involvement of Turks and Persians with each other is related in a proverb
illustrating the lexical entry “tat” (translated as “a Persian”, but aslo as “an
Uighur”):

tatsiz turk bulma: s bashsiz burk bulma: s

Literally this proverb should have been translated as: “There is no Turk without a
Tat (Persian), there is no headdress without a head”. However, the author provides
a comment, which shifts the main focus from Persians to Turks, saying: “There is
no Persian without a connection to a Turk, like there is no headdress without a
head” (DLT, P. 407). This proverb must have been popular among the Oghuz
Turks: eastern Turks, according to the author, were less involved with the Persians.

During the lifetime of Mahmud al-Kashghari (who mentions his east-Turkic
origins in the text of his treatise), the image of the Persians in the eyes of the
Qarakhanid Turks was less positive. In the end of the 10" ¢. Qarakhanids defeated
the Samanids and put an end to their rule in Transoxania. In the eyes of the
author’s tribesmen, Persians were associated primarily with the Samanids, who had
been seen by Turks as invaders on their age-old lands. It was most probably an
east-Turkic source that provided Mahmud al-Kashghari with the following two
proverbs:

tatig ku: zra: tika: nik tubra:
“(Strike) a Tat (a Persian, or Uighur) in an eye, and a thorn in a root.”

qilij tatigsa: i: sh yunjir, er tatigsa: et tunjir
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“When a sword rusts a warrior is in a trouble,

when a Turk acts as a Tat (a Persian, or Uighur) his flesh acquires a (different)
scent.” (DLT, P. 406-407).

As we can see, the proverbs demonstrate a wide range of Turks’ attitudes towards
those who were called “tat”: from articulated hostility to neighborly friendship.
This diversity of attitudes can to a certain extent be compared to the way Turks
were seen by Persians in the same 11™ century, when Kashghari wrote his Diwan.
In the well-known Qabus-Nama written by Keikavus ibn Iskandar ibn Qabus ibn
Wushmgir ibn al-Ziyar one can come across the account of general qualities of
slaves representing various Turkic tribes. Remarkable is that the Oghuz as well as
Qypchaq slaves, who had been better known to Persians than people from more
eastern tribes, were characterized as “ill-natured”. While slaves from Khotan,
Qarluq and Tibet were described as the best.

Influence of Arabic lexicography

Introducing the language of Turks to readers Mahmud al-Kashghari compares it to
the Arabic: according to him, Turkic and Arabic are equal “like two (equally
strong) racing horses” (DLT P.4). Defining the structure of his treatise, the author
says that his initial intention was to build it following the model of al-Khalil
known from his Kitab al-‘Ayn. For Kashghari this meant in the first instance the
inclusion of both used and non-used, but morphologically possible forms
(muhmal). However, finally the author decided to focus only on the used words,
explaining this choice by his strive for a lighter and more elegant structure.

Perhaps the reference to Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad (d. between 170/786 and 175/791)
was made by Kashghari in order to emphasize the importance of his treatise:
Khalil’s dictionary gave a start to the development of the lexicographic tradition in
Arabic, and Kashghari could have envisaged the same role for his own treatise
within the Turkic lexicography. However the comparison of the Diwan Lughat at-
Turk with Arabic dictionaries shows that Kashghari followed a most recent model,
namely those set forward in the treatise Diwan al-Adab fi bayan lughat al-‘arab,
written by Abu Ibrahim Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Farabi (d. 961). Al-Farabi was a
lexicographer of Turkic origin, and one can suggest that Kashghari at a younger
age could have met his disciples and even studied under their supervision. The
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most important features of al-Farabi’s influence can be seen in the structure of
Kashghari’s Diwan: he fully accepts al-Farabi’s classification of Arabic words and
adapts it to the Turkic with necessary extensions. And, like al-Farabi, he
systematizes the lexical material according to the so-called “rhymed order”, when
words within chapters are organized alphabetically according to the last harf.

The lexicographic concept of al-Farabi seems to have had influence not only on
early-Turkic, but also early-Farsi lexicography. Persian scholar and poet Asadi
Tusi compiled the earliest extant dictionary of Farsi Logat-e fors around 1066, a
few years prior to Kashghari’s Diwan Lughat at-Turk. Like al-Farabi with Arabic
and later Kashghari with Turkic, Asadi was introducing the spoken and literary
language organizing his lexical material in alphabetic order by final, not initial,
letter. Also the title of his dictionary reminds the title of al-Farabi’s treatise in
choosing for the term “lughat”, or “loghat”.

Speaking of the Arabic influences on Persian lexicography it is common to refer in
the first instance to Abu Nasr Isma’il ibn Hammad al-Jawhari (d. between1002 and
1008), the author of the famous Arabic dictionary 7Taj al-Lugha wa Sihah. al-
‘Arabiya. Born in Farab in Turkestan, al-Jawhari studied Arabic in Baghdad and
Hijaz and settled in Khorasan, where he wrote his Sihah. His dictionary with about
forty thousand entries served as one of the most important sources and models for
later dictionaries of Arabic, - also in organizing the material in an alphabetical
order by the last consonant of the root. Obviously, Asadi Tusi as well as his later
followers such as Mohammad Hendusah Nakjavani, the author of Sehah al-fors
(1328), and others were acquainted with the Sihah of al-Jawhari. Taking into
consideration that al-Jawhari was a nephew and disciple of al-Farabi, one can see
that in the 11"™ c. both Turkic and Persian lexicography had common prototypes
and sources of inspiration within Arabic lexicography represented in the first
instance by al-Farabi’s Diwan al-Adab and, in the second, by al-Jawhari’s Sihah.

Viewing Persian influence on Turkic dialects

Introducing various Turkic tribes to the readers of his dictionary Mahmud al-
Kashghari refers in the first instance to their dialects. According to the author who
himself was most probably of a Khaqani origin, the most elegant Turkic is those of
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the Khaganiya, or Qarakhanides. In the chapter dedicated to the description of
Turkic dialects the author asserts that the most eloquent and elegant speakers can
be found among the tribes, “which speak only one language, do not mix with
Persians and don’t accept foreign habits” (DLT P.24).

The dialects of Yaghma, Tukhsi and tribes living in the valleys of the Ila, Ertysh,
Yamar and Etil rivers are characterized as the most correct. Sometimes Kashghari
refers to these people as to “real Turks” in contrast to those whose dialects differ,
the latter are in most cases Oghuz and Qypchaq. E.g., “Turks call a traveller yalkin,
and they (Oghuz and Qypchaq) say alkin. Turks call warm water yiligh su: w, and
they say iligh...Turks call a pearl yinju: , and they jinju: ” (DLT P.26).

Oghuz Turks were the most familiar Turkic tribe in the Islamic world because of
their conquests and the status of the Sultans of Islam acquired by their leaders.
Kashghari pays a special attention to the detailed description of this tribe,
providing a list of its clans and pictures of brands to mark their cattle. No other
tribe is described in such a detail. However, in linguistic hierarchy Kashghari sees
the Oghuz dialect as less interesting, in the first instance, because of its exposure to
the Persian influence. The author calls several loan-words from the Persian, such
as gazar, aftaba, qalida, uran, and says: “having mixed with Persians, they forgot
some of their words and replaced them by the Persian” (DLT P. 217).

Epic: Shah-Nameh in a Turkic perspective?

In spite of critical perception of Persians as invaders in Transoxania, the interest
towards the Persian language, poetry and even the mode of organizing the
administrative infrastructure led to the preservation of Persian traditions in these
areas by the Qarakhanids. Literary plots of the famous Shah-Nameh seem to have
had fascinated also the author of the Diwan Lughat at-Turk.

Mahmud al-Kashghari lived in the time when the popularity of the ancient Iranian
epic Shah-Nameh was growing within the whole Islamic world due to its new
literary form in early Modern Persian created by brilliant poet Ferdowsi (lived
between 932-941 and 1020-1026). Having planned to compile a treatise on Turkic
language for non-Turkic Muslims, Kashghari appealed to common heroes and
plots, which could be familiar to those who read Shah-Nameh, - and associated
Turan with the history of Turkic tribes.
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Kashghari refers to some characters from the heroic part of Shah-Nameh dedicated
to the exploits of Rustam. According to the legends preserved in Shah-Nameh,
Iranians and Turks were descendants of two brothers, Iraj and Tur, sons of the
King of the World Fereydun. Tur, together with his brother Salm, killed Iraj,
dooming thus his descendants to eternal hostility with the descendants of Iraj.

According to the Shah-Nameh, King Afrasiab was the most prominent descendant
of Tur and a warrior of Turan. In the eyes of Persians, Afrasiab was a servant of
the evil spirit Ahriman who supported him in his struggle against Iranians.
However, in the Diwan Lughat at-Turk Afrasiab embodies an ideal ruler of the
Turks, a powerful defender of his folk. Mahmud al-Kashghari refers to Afrasiab
quoting elegies in Turkic, dedicated to a powerful ruler.

In the lexical entry to the word udhlak, “time” (DLT, P. 64) he quotes the
following:

Udhlak gamugh kawradi:
Ardam arigh sawradi:
Yunjigh yawuz tawradi:
Ardam baki: jartilu: r

The translation says: “The Time worsened, the virtue decreased, the weak and idle
came to power, when the Prince of Virtue died.” The author adds: “It is about King
Afrasiab.”

In the entry to the word alb, “brave man, hero” (DLT, P. 33) Kashghari mentions
that Afrasiab was known among the Turks as the legendary ruler Alb Ar Tunga:

Alb Ar Tunga: uldi mu:
[: si: z azhun qaldi: mu:
Udhlak u: jin aldi: mu:

Amdi: yurak yirtilu: r
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The translation says: “Is King Afrasiab dead? Is the stormy and sinful world left
alone? Has the ill fate taken revenge of him? The heart is breaking of grief about
his rule and anger with the fate.”

The name of Afrasiab is mentioned several times in entries related to the names of
tribes or geographical locations. In the entry to the word jaruq (a Turkic tribe)
Kashghari says that this tribe was located in Barjuq, “a city of Arfasiab, where he
seized Bizan, the son of Nabuchodonosor” (DLT, P.191). If this is about famous
Nabuchodonosor, who according to the sources, died around 1124 BC, then the
lifetime of Afrasiab should have been related also to the late 12™-carly 11" c. BC.
In this entry Kashghari does not mention the Turkic name Alb Ar Tunga.

Conclusion

This review of several utterances of cultural and intellectual synthesis between the
speakers of Turkic and Persian in the 11" century contains examples of rather
diverse attitudes towards each other, depending on the origins, education and
career of certain Turks or Persians.

The treatise of Mahmud al-Kashghari provides for a rather detailed insight into the
way of perceiving a neighbour culture in the second half of the 11" century by a
part of Turkic-speaking intellectuals. And may be, most exciting are the routes of
the ancient Iranian epic plots in the Turkic cultural consciousness, which can be
seen as the unconditional acceptance of the idea of common origins despite the
linguistic differences.
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The Kazakh poem about Rustam '
U.K. Kumisbayev

“Kissa-and Rustam” came out as an individual edition in Kazan by the Printing-
Office of the ImperialUniversity in1901. The book was published due to the
private means of Ismagul Nazhimidin uly Shamsidin. It is written so on the title
page thereof. The title page bears also the surname: Abdisalam Katiev. It is
probable that is not an author but more likely a scribe or a typographer of the
edition.

“Kissa-and Rustam” written in Kazakh begins with a common introduction
covering two pages. First,it is referred to the four prophets, then to Iskander,
Lukpan-Hakim, Ibn Sin, Hodja Ahmed Jassavi followed by the Kazakh celebrities,
khans, sultans, steppe bogatyrs, and orators. After that the author comes to the
story about Rustam and narrates how a dastan (heroic poem) was created on an
eastern subject.

It turns out that the author of’Kissa-and Rustam” was a Kazakh poet Serdaly,
whereof the introduction of the book expressly states. The author writes: ”I’1l begin
a story about Rustam, before that Kissa wrote about Zarkum but a certain
Mavlekey-Nogai published it in his own name. If this thing reaches Kazan and is
published by the printing-office, it is undesirable to do the book in the combined
Kazakh and Nogai languages because there is a language difference between them.
Now I’ll write about Rustam, let Mavlekey feel ill at ease. I have been worked on
thispiece of work over two years throughout the day and night. Let the narratee
enjoy, my name is Serdaly”.

Now everything becomes clear. ”Kissa-and Rustam” was undoubtedly written by
Serdaly — the author of a number of dastans on eastern subjects. He was a literate
akyn and read eastern books in the original.

In his processing of tunes from”Shah-Name”, Serdaly is not hortatory, nor
religious, and he does not force his ideas on the reader. He narrates about feats of
the Iranian and Turanian bogatyrs in simple phrase in the manner of the Kazakh
national epos. He creates a national adaptation as if adapting to local habits
carrying the action into the local ground. The main basis is taken from”Shah-
Name”, but we will see no word-for-word similarities and repetitions in the
Kazakh version. First, an excursion is made into the historical domain of the
ancestry of the bogatyr Rustam followed by the short episode about the birth of the
future batyr (bogatyr), and then Rustam’s actions are narrated.

! Professor of the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, DLitt Almaty City, Republic of Kazakhstan; email:
arabkaznu@mail.ru

yy4



It is batyr Rustam, who is in the centre of attention of the Kazakh dastan. A combat
between Shakhrap, the son of Rustam, and the daughter of Iran is depicted with
interest and dynamic expression. First, the young bogatyr does not know that he
combats with the woman. The enemy retreats step by step, the enemy’s helmet
falls down from the head — and Shakhrap recognizes by long hair that it is a
woman, who is standing in front of him. Then the retreat follows. The author
narrates that Rustam having lost his horse — Rakhsh walks in the steppe. Suddenly
he catches sight of a fortress. The King of Samarkand meets the Iranian bogatyr
honourably and gives his daughter Takhmina in marriage to him. Then Rustam
finds his favourite horse. Rustam lives during six months in the city. The King’s
daughter — Takhmina has a baby on the way. Rustam leaves for his native land,
Iran.

Takhmina gives birth to her son. Seven days later she calls him Shakhrap
(Sukhrab). Forty days later, the child is given a lion heart to eat and a messenger is
sent to Iran to bring joyous news to Rustam of the birth of his son. As a gift for the
joyous news, Rustam causes ten camels saddled with gold to be sent toSamarkand.

Shakhrap grows. When he reaches the age of fourteen, twenty boys fail to wrest
him down, so much that he became strong. Throughout the entire Samarkand there
1s no man of muscle to thrash him. So, the glory of Shakhrap increases. He gets his
army together tomake a war against Iran. The King of Aphrasiyap rejoices that the
man is found at last who will be able to oppose the menacing Rustam. The
Turanian King instructs Human: to use all efforts so as the son could not recognize
his father. Let a combat take place. Keikaus writes a letter to Rustam that the
enemy is close and Iran must be saved. It’s just the Iranian bogatyr Rustam, who
can avert a calamity. There occurs a conflict between Keikaus and Rustam. There
is such scene in”Shah-Name” of Firdousi as well. Rustam cites everything that he
did for Keikaus for that period but he got no awards. The King asks pardon the
bogatyr. The Iranian bogatyrs are glad that Rustam will vindicate the honour of his
country.

At night, Rustam stealthily finds way into the Shakhrap’s camp. A combat between
the father and the son is depicted in a masterly fashion. Shakhrap is defeated and
he is killed by his father, who first did not recognize his son. The irreparable thing
occurs. Having understood that, Rustam retires away from people.

One day he sees a dream. In his dream, some Iranian comes to him and says that he
must return to Iran. The famous bogatyr should notlive such a vagabond life. After
that, Rustam overcomes several difficulties. After a while, a rumour about the
death of Rustam is blazed in Turan and Iran, and of course, the Turanians rejoice to
hear the news but the Iranians grieved. Nut it is false news.

Further on in the Kazakh text, the following words occur: "Rum”, “Russia”,
”Mongol”, China”, ”Kipshak”, ”Africa”, "Tashkent”, ” Astaryakhis”, ”Adai” that is
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aninnovation introduced by the Kazakh poet Serdaly. Feats of Rustam’s sons
Zhakrid, Zhakhangez and Faramruz are narrated. They win Turanian bogatyrs on
the battlefield. Those parentheses are created by the Kazakh poet, and they are not
available in”Shah-Name”. The departure of Rustam from Iran is explained by the
author by the fact that, while Shakhrap was dying, Rustam sent a messenger to the
King Keikaus requesting him for the remedy”’nom” retrieving people from certain
death but is refused. And his son dyes. Struck with sudden grief, Rustam leaves
Iran for eighteen years. He hides away from people under the name of
Zandarzama.

The son of Rustam Zhakhangez, having learned of that, vindicates the honour of
the Turanians: he captures eighteen Iranian bogatyrs. The Iranians are sad about
that event. Now Faramruz must be at war against his brother Zhakhangez. Their
grandfather Nariman cries, he warns his grandsons and reminds them of the death
of the young Shakhrap. Bloodshed is prevented.

And Rustam is ahorse again. The bogatyrs of Iran are very glad, they are: Kurai,
Tauys, and Keusa. He comes back to Iran at the will of his people, who truly love
and respect him. Under his command, they win the King of Maghrib — Darap.
After the victory, Rustam is honourably met in Iran. The wholeretinue headed by
the grandfather of Rustam - Zalem meet midway their favourite bogatyr, the
Iranian cry with joy like children. The scene of their meeting is depicted
pathetically. Once again Serdaly demonstrates his poetic skill. "Nobody cried like
the grandfather with his grandsons, even mountains and stones cried. When
Rustam saw his grandfather Zal, he went to him like a breeze”, - the author writes.
A feast is held, and celebrations last ten days. Then again, battles begin against the
Turanians, who is led by Aphrasiyap. The Turanians are defeated. In the honor of
the victory, a feast of the Iranians lasted six months. Rustam gives gold and things
to the poor people. The batyr meets his mother Rudiya and his sister Kaushapbanu.
At that,”Kissa-and Rustam” of the Kazakh akyn comes to an end.

The expansion of subjects from”Shah-Name” of Firdousi in the Kazakh literature
is very interesting. A clear example is Serdaly’s”Kissa-and Rustam”. The main
basis is fully taken from”Shah-Name”, and there are all Iranian characters but no
word-for-word similarities or repetitions are available. The author conveyed the
plot in his own way, based on which he created a piece of work having preserved
the general subject of’Shah-Name”. ”Kissa-and Rustam” should never be deemed
to be a direct translation of the source, it is more likely an altered version of the
well-known tune in his own way. Prior to the revolution, many Kazakh akyns and
singers handled foreign materials just so.

The author of’Kissa-and Rustam” — Serdaly Myrzaly uly came from the
Kokchetav Oblast, and he was a contemporary of Akhanseri, a famous Kazakh



poet and composer. ’Kissa-and Rustam™ consists of four thousands of lines. The
dastan was written with a hendecasyllabic.

At the end of the poem, the following lines are given, which somewhat puzzle the
readers. They are:

This thing was written by the mullah Husaiyn, so I am called, I’ll die but my words
won’t die, my little brother Fazyl, if you go to the town, please give it to the
publisher. '

(Interlinear translation)

One is tempted to ask a question, where from the name of the mullah Husaiyn
penetrated into the text? Because it is known from the introduction that the author
of’Kissa-and Rustam” is Serdaly. But Husaiyn was not even a translator. He was
just a scribe, the publisher of Serdaly’s work. But in those Kazakh books, which
were published before the revolution, a publisher and a collector were also
regarded as authors and they put their names of title pages. It would be
blasphemous and insulting for the true author — Serdaly to believe the words of
Husaiyn and to attribute the work to him”-, M. Karatayev writes and the theorist of
literature Baidildayev. > Thus, it is uncontroversial that Serdaly wrote his poem on
his own based on the tunes of a work of a medievalPersian author.

l«K issa-and Rustam”, Kazan, 1901, p.p- 78-79
*History of the Kazakh Literature, V. II, Beginning of XX century (in Kazakh). Alma-Ata, 1965, p.314



Development of the author’s concept of the art world “ABAI” tragedy and
“ABAI” screenplay

Tusupova A. K. and Zhalalova A. M. '

Abstract

Annotation. Attention to culture, respect for the historical heritage, a fruitful
dialogue with intellectuals is the maturity indicator of the state thinking.
Kazakhstan becomes the participant of international relations, thus it must
present itself as a country with a long history, strong historical traditions and
identity of national thinking.

Key words: Alash Orda, Nayryz celebration, a tremendous shift, Cul-Teghin.

During the 20 year period of Kazakhstan independence the development of the
country culture has three stages. At the first stage,the revival of the historical
memory of the period from 1989 t01995 took place. For the first time in 70 years
the works by Shakarim Kudaiberdiev and Magzhan Zhumabayev, Zhusipbek
Aimautov and Ahmet Baitursynov, Alikhan Bukeykhanova and Mirzhakyp
Dulatov were published. Alash Orda brilliant activists’ names were revived, it’s
worth emphasizing that up until recently, even two decades ago, it was forbidden
to mention the names. In the same period of time, the names of Kazakh khans,
biys, batyrs came back from oblivion, as well as folk customs and traditions like
Nauryz celebration, which had been virtually erased from the people's memory,
were revived. The second stage of development can be described as ‘the ethnic
group and the world’. At this stage for the first time in hundreds of years the
attention and interest of the world community was attracted to the outstanding
names and memorable dates of the Kazakh culture and literature. From 1995 to
2002, under the UNESCO auspices the anniversaries of Abai, Mukhtar Auezov,
Zhambyl, Makhambet and a number of other figures who contributed to the
development of the world culture were celebrated.

The anniversaries of Abai and Makhambet were celebrated significantly. If earlier
Abai was known only by the epic Mukhtar Auezov”’The Path of Abay”, in the
independent Kazakhstan the bright, large-scale celebration of the poet’s 150th
anniversary was organized, Abai and Shakarim’s memorial complex was built,
their unique works were translated into foreign languages. At this period the copy
of Cul-Teghin inscription was made and installed in L. Y. Gumilyev University
hall. The event is a symbolic act that demonstrates the respect and revival of our
history. It demonstrates that we perceive ourselves as the Old Turkic Khaganate
successors and that we are proud to be the ones in the third millennium.

' Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical University, Kazakhstan, Almaty



Thus, the era of Kazakhstan independence is Kazakh national culture renaissance,
which took place against the background of globalization and the growing strength
of Kazakhstan's sovereignty at the regional and global level. ”[1, p. 19]

Auezov’s poetic images’ generalizations well demonstrate the phenomenon and
originality of Kazakh poetry, reveal the artistic sources, which remain important
for many centuries. And we agree with Zaki Akhmetovich Akhmetov, member of
the National Academy of Sciences of Republic of Kazakhstan, outstanding Kazakh
literary scholar, who considers that: ‘monumental image of Abai in the epic must
be seen in close connection with the bright original creative personality of Auezov.
Undoubtedly, the literary image of Abai, being an artistic reproduction of a real
historical figure, however, is a representation of the spiritual world of the epic
author. The rich inner world of Auezov as literary artist, his profound knowledge
of the historical life of Kazakh people and the development of Kazakh spiritual,
poetic culture, are able to comprehend all the facets of the versatile activity of Abai
and embody in the artistic image his own concept of a historical figure. * [2, p. 32]
Poetry is always connected to the topic of the future of the Kazakh steppe, since
the main strong interest of Auezov is the fact of awareness, comprehension of
Abai’s attitude to reality. Mukhtar Auezov cognized the artistic depth of Abai, the
figurative-rich meanings and opportunities of the Kazakh language, He skillfully
managed to show Abai as a unique creative personality, as the poetry of Abai is
perfect - his poems give birth to a thought, and thoughts show amazing art form. In
Abai’s poetry there is no vague word and his poems rhyme is full of meaning. His
rhyme is the rhythm, which controls the organization of words. ‘Personality of
Abai with all his historical and artistic features was interesting to me to implement
my idea, first of all, because it allowed me to focus on the the image of the conflict
of frontier and historically progressive, just emerging initiation with the old
obsolescent, still very strong tradition’ - wrote Mukhtar Auezov. [3, p. 441]

Abai tried to convey his understanding of philosophy, religion, history, and his
view on the development of the world. Of course, the poetics of Abai is distinctive,
and like any other great artist you can judge him as Pushkin said: ‘by law created
by the artist’. All created by Abai is artistic, unique and is surprisingly in tune with
our time, the issues addressed in his works stay sharp and up to date, and we can
still look for answers in a complex poetic world of Abai. It is no accident that in
the works by Auezov much attention has been paid to understanding and assessing
the poetry and its role in human mental activity. The beauty in the form of poetry,
as it follows from the arguments of the writer, influence the emotional world of a
man, awakens his imagination and leads to further learning. Poetry promotes the
development of the mind and sharpens the intellectual intuition, and always
Auezov considering poetry manifests harmony of aesthetic and ethical principles.
In the report prepared for M. O. Auezov’s 90th anniversary famous Kazakh poet



Olzhas Suleimenov said: “Lights need support, leading lights can do without it.
But before you go up to the sky of the national culture, this fragile light should
show the diamond hardness, as on its way it encounters with the anthracite dark of
our consciousness, enlightening us and dies, or enlightening us and goes into
immortality. This is what Mukhtar’s fate told us. ” [4, p. 13]

Mukhtar Auezov’s creative activity demonstrates a tremendous shift in the
importance of the creative personality in the spiritual life of the community,
artistically refracted in all his works, and creativity itself was disclosed by him as
an activity that can give a person a new look at the world and himself, can lead the
person to the top truths of being inaccessible by other ways of knowledge. In
drama Auezov started to use the implication. The word”implication” was
introduced to the art by Stanislavsky. In Kazakh dramatic concept the implication
is associated with Auezov’s drama. Dramatic art is not dialogues and monologues.
The real drama always has the implication. Auezov needs the reticence of the text
to help an actor to present the immanent psychological pattern of a role more
precisely. And that embodies highly theatricality of Auezov’s plays. Fullness of
life feelings expressed by the new drama means of the poetic language is found in
Abai tragedy.

In Abai tragedy the time is the period of 1896-1904, the venue is Chingistau
steppe. Abai Kunanbaev is 50 years old in the tragedy. The first act of the tragedy
begins with the scene of chasing Aidar (akin, Abai’s student) and Zura. Zura is
Aidar’s bride, a young widow, they are caught by an angry crowd. Aidar and Zura
are under threat of execution. Abai stops the execution and requires court
examination. Before the court in the sixth scene a blind woman - akin Zeinep
comes. She comes from the Alatau mountains because she hears calling Aidar’s
songs, but when she arrives she understand that isn’t a song, it is ‘a spiritual
moan’. The determination of Abai and his supporters to fight for Aidar and Zura
till the end gave a especial dramatic impact to the tense moment, but Abai’s ability
to see that love illumines Aidar pushes Abai who stognly appreciates Aidar’s
poetic gift, to awaken again his poetic gift:

Abai: May you be happy! We praise love. It is life blossoming. And you
blossoming bush, should make up a beautiful song. In my opinion, right now...
Aidar: You are right, Abai-aga. These difficult days a song is moaning in my heart.
I want to sing about Enlik and Kebek. About their sad fate, as you told us
yesterday.

Abai: Pearl rises from the sea bottom by waves, a pure song arises from the depths
of the soul excited... Write Aidar, write about Enlik and Kebek!...

After the trial where Abai was the defendant, Aidar says that make up ‘Enlik and
Kebek’ poem.

Abai said,”’the akyn’s soul is his song. ”

Y¢o



Aidar: ‘It has made up itself, when I was waiting for the sentence; and our fates are
similar. The thoughts are running so fast when there is frost behind your back...
(laughs). And if you call me an ant carrying grain, and I’ve decided to drag it up to
you and show off. ’

In tragedy Auezov shows Aidar poetic transformation, which occurs, as it would
seem, at the wrong time. He received magical power and vision. The gloomy world
appears new the way it’s never been seen before, the life reveals its completely
different quality which has been hidden before. At the moment of poetic
inspiration Aidar escapes the power of everyday routine. The world transformation
takes place, an attempt to re-create it comes, the tragic love story of Enlik and
Kebek reveals the hidden essence of the events and dark remnants discovered by
the artist.

And finally, in”Abai” tragedy there come Auezov’s most interesting ideas of the
mission and originality of Aidar’s poem:

Magavya: What a high flight is in his song, what a smooth running!

Kokpay: It can fly over the mountains at full speed! Zeinep-apa, has he nourished a
good horse?

Kerim: Abai said: ”Light-headed people praise before the time, and harum-scarums
take adulation for the truth. ”

Kokpai: Well, let it say by the harum-scarum Zeinep.

Zeinep: I’'m easy with the tongue, I’'m close to the heart. ”Let the song spread
wider” - said Abai about these verses. Stormy wind whistles in his races. This race
was in the famous Zhanak’s songs. Help me learn by heart your song.

Magavya: Well, Aidar, congratulations!

Karim: I'd tell the story of Enlik and Kebek in a different way.

Aydar: Well, it’s good that in a different way. Otherwise I would have been called
Kerim, and you would have been Aidar!

Laughter.

Abai: Karim! You do not like the races of his horse, do you? So get ahead of him!
Don’t catch the crupper, do not shout out ‘Where?’. Better tell me yourself: ‘Hey,
I’ve legged behind!” - and sing your song as you pull the whip! Forward, forward,
overtaking each other - that is akyns’ race to the future. This is not a race of
grabbers, where everyone catches the rein of the one overtaking, to come first!
Take their seats. Yurtas are full of guests. The guests are served with kumys.
Zeinep: Uh, Abay! Maybe your horses are leaping forward, but all of them are
limping!

Abai: Where, Zeinep? I do not see them limping!

Zeinep: What does the strong man talks about? He speaks about violence against
powerless. What does the weak man talks about? He speaks about offense, which
he 1s suffering of from the strong. This time I argue for women... Oh, akyns! You



sing a lot: I’'m blazing and burning, but apparently, you see only happy women!
Why are crying brides, moaning mothers, doomed to ignominious widow marriage
keeping silent in your songs?

Baimagambet: What a speech! Well-aimed arrow!

Abai: You're right, Zeinep. You’ve found the aim in our chain armor. Great
Pushkin managed to pass his voice to gentle Tatiana! And Tolstoy managed to
understand the soul of a married woman! Nekrasov was able to cry about poverty
and slavery of mothers! It is high time we should do the same... And Aidar’s song
is a holiday. It is a new year of our songs... That is why we are pleased. It is said,
let the chick bump branches, but may it know the flight. Today the young eagle
soared into the sky and showed how strong his wings are. (To Aidar). You revived
Englik and Kebek for eternal life, and life will bless you. This is my
congratulations to you all, Aidar’s friends!

Aidar: Abai-aga! You have lifted me so high that my wings are ... weakening!
(Abai and Aidar hug).

Kerim: ‘Good luck and good fortune is the limit of intoxication’ - said Abiy. Only
one out of a thousand will keep his balance.

Aidar (laughing): Well, I am not a painter that painted his beard after the praise!
Kerim: Well, if it is so. To be honest, your poem...

Magavya: Kerim starts growling again! You'll see how the people will like it!
Kerim: And what will they hear? Harassment of customs. Insult to their ancestors.
Where you lead by this song?

Aidar: Do you understand my poem this way?

Magavya: Yeah, come on, he is just jealous, Aidar, and that's it!

Kerim: Jealous? You are blind!

Baimagambet: Uh, heh, heh... Listen the tale. In one country which name was
Germany lived two kuishis, music writers. One’s soul emits a light, honey sounds
were coming out of his fingers, That was hard for the other it was easy for him...
Orman: You talk about our Aidar?

Baimagambetov: His name was Mazar. Another kuishi made up music hard, he
collected sounds like a stubborn bunch. His name was Salgeri. Abai said: ‘Glory is
a high rock, the falcon flies up on his wings, the snake crawls on its belly.

The fact that the Kazakh individual professional poetic tradition has evolved from
the popular poetry, is well known. In the extract above Auezov’s thoughts on
poetry are polished and brought to perfection, the basic laws of Kazakh poetry, its
amazing rhythm and intonation originality is vividly captured by the author. The
poets that are listening to Aidar are excited by the freshness of sensations and
spontaneous representation of the love story. Therefore, it allows them to feel the
purity, lightness and transparency of his verse. The poets’ observation revealed in
vivid poetic epithets. Their names resonate, and finally - the words of Abai ‘akyn’s



fine art cannot be born in the smoke of bad soul. > This opinions alignment gives a
born to a new understanding of poetry. Aidar’s poem captures the listeners by its
unexpected form and yet iconic content, revealing the beauty of poetic pattern and
their comparisons and contrasts. Hence, it is Auezov who discovered and skillfully
demonstrated the moment of creative perception of art, when poetry makes you
think and feel stronger than usual, think and feel for many others. Inexhaustible
supply of energy, expressed as art lies in this diverse mix of human emotions and
thoughts. The eternal theme of Mozart and Salieri is raised here by Auezov.
Aidar’s talent causes resentment and irritation of Kerim, but the young and
eminent poets united by the poetic atmosphere point out the natural feelings, the
heart beats and the traditional rhythm of the ambler, reproduced by Aidar in his
poem. Abai’s opinion as well as the opinions of his students and associates are
expressed in the tragedy that reveal their unity and the unity of their hopes and
aspirations. The movement of his soul, his mind, his concepts become clear to his
friends. In”Abai” tragedy Abai’s creative purview is not limited to the Kazakh
poetry only, the mission of poetry is expressed in comparison with the world
poetry.

In”Abai” tragedy the question of the authenticity of talent is not raised, but the
cultural and historical tradition is obvious: ‘This race was in the famous Zhanak’s
songs’ - says Zeinep about Aidar’s poem and about the creative search of the new
poetry, contemporary to Abai. The author emphasizes that the main issue is not in
the laws of poetry, but in real life, in the changes in the social life where poetry has
received a different status than yesterday — it receives a different attitude, different
requirements, creates another responsibility. These large changes are clearly
presented in the sixth scene of the tragedy.

Abai: Karim! You do not like the races of his horse, do you? So get ahead of him!
Don’t catch the crupper, do not shout out ‘Where?’. Better tell me yourself: ‘Hey,
I’ve legged behind!” - and sing your song as you pull the whip! Forward, forward,
overtaking each other - that is akyns’ race to the future. This is not a race of
grabbers, where everyone catches the rein of the one overtaking, to come first!...
At the climax of the tragedy everybody again comes to art and poetry. There is a
deep sense in this, people resort to poetry when making important decisions,
people perceive the connection to poetry as a holiday in a hard time.

That's poetry that retains vivid complex of life unity in the tragedy. Maybe it is
poetry that is given the opportunity to stop and look around. That is proved by
Zeinep’s felicitous remark: ‘Oh, akyns! You sing a lot: I’'m blazing and burning,
but apparently, you see only happy women! Why are crying brides, moaning
mothers, doomed to ignominious widow marriage keeping silent in your songs?’
Here Auezov touchrs upon the global theme of art and poetry to the extent that
everything is concentrated around Abai’s personality, around the image of a



thinker, a creator, an artist. Auezov skillfully showed in ‘Abai’ tragedy that in a
society when the value of a separate creative personality increases, poetry, art
comes to life as well. Abai says in the play: ‘And Aidar’s song is a holiday. It is a
new year of our songs... That is why we are pleased. It is said, let the chick bump
branches, but may it know the flight. Today the young eagle soared into the sky
and showed how strong his wings are. (To Aidar). You revived Enlik and Kebek
for eternal life, and life will bless you... .’

It turns out that the language of poetry can display what is impossible to tell
without a poetic image. Talking about Mozart and Salieri, Baimagambet — a steppe
storyteller, uses a poetic idiom by Abai: ‘Abai said: ‘Glory is a high rock, the
falcon flies up on his wings, the snake crawls on its belly. The more Salgeri
climbed up the higher Mozar flew ahead of him. > Poetry is born in the depths of
the human and this is its highest mystery. All Aueziv’s works about Abai
crystallizes his right to the word of truth, his Abai never breaks with reality, he
cares about ordinary people. And one more unusual characteristic of Abai that is
emphasized by Auezov, is his ability to control his temper.

“Movies and literature, being independent, can develop in parallel” - wrote
Mukhtar Auezov. [5] One of the brightest examples of recreating a living human
being of Abai is ‘Abai’ screenplay by M. O. Auezov, two versions of which were
published in Volume 19 of 50-volume academic edition of the collected works by
M. O. Auezov. The script seems to be based on the same events as ‘Abai’ tragedy
is, but all the storylines are significantly deepened, dialectically complicated in it.
The script presents a more complex development of the characters and art and
poetry issues are distinctively discussed in”Abai” script. With to mention that these
ideas are not contained in the author’s deviations, but according to the script the
characters involved, the events, the conflicts are not only important in terms of
overall plot development as a whole, but as a solution to a specific artistic,
aesthetic problem. The issue of poet and poetry mission is differently incorporated
into the script and it finds a new meaning. Abai is gaining a new meaningful
characteristic, now he becomes the embodiment of a certain style of spiritual
culture.

Cultural and aesthetic problem is solved not in discourse, as it is in the tragedy, but
the problem is solved by the story itself and by the characters. The aesthetic aspect
of the problem is expressed by words, it is dissolved in the images, situations,
poetic speech.

Abai was more versatile and many-sided than many of his contemporaries, he was
and remains a unique, versatile artist, who expressed more fully the era trends, who
improved not only himself, but the life around.

In the first part of”Abai” script in a playful competition Azim, raising a hawk and
getting control over his anger, says to Kokpai: ‘but how little poet is in you...



Kokpay stopped: ¢ What did you say?’ Azim responds quickly: ‘When would you
realize that often unsaid has more poetry than Kokpai’s boring words?’

In the scene when Azhar listens to Aidar’s song, in the silence of the night the
familiar tune of Tatiana is being heard. That same night Auezov described as the
moment of Abai’s inspiration: ‘Looking at the dozy nature, in silent loneliness,
Abai feels invincible power of the elements over him... He slowly selects words...
On the water there is the Moon like a shuttle! The verse is coming out and
answering to the mute, but imperious call of the nature. He wants to write down...
but he has no paper. He gets up and draws with a stone on a rock... he repeats... But
suddenly he bucks up and starts to listen to the alarming rustle of the night. A
strange song is heard over the hill.

The beauty for Abai is not abstract, it is not a self-worth art forms, but it is a living
concept that is directly connected with the man, his spiritual world, mind and
feelings. Abai’s aesthetic ideal, as shown by Auezov, is not a frozen beauty, but it
is interaction of consciousness, feelings and creativity. Abai said to Aidar: ‘It
means that you and me sang the song improperly... We shouldn’t sing the song that
accompanies to death, we must sing the one that brings back to life from the
clutches of death. * He says to Azhar: “Who has not suffered from the evil? But to
lose hope is a weakness. If nothing is permanent in the world, why do you think
that the evil is unavoidable? Isn’t the snowy frosty winter followed by the colorful
sunny spring? I invoke you to it!... * The phenomenon Abai talks about is difficult
but the responsibility of the artist for all he has created is clearly expressed by all
the nuances of his speech on that amazing, romantic and at the same time tragic
night.

Auezov describes Abai not only as a genius of extraordinary creativity, a poet and
composer, but he highlights the most important thing in his character which is his
universal humanity. At that time the historical conditions set major life challenges
to the art. Having creatively transformed the inherited legacy of Kazakh poetry, he
discovered the limitless possibilities of literature. The spiritual content of ‘Abai”
screenplay is a new presentation of Abai’s personality by Auezov. And it builds
the integral image of a thinker, poet and creator.

The quoted passages of the dialogue about the importance of the unsaid contain the
philosophical lyrics full of consideration, allegory and significant omissions. Such
lyrics come from the philosophical poetry of Omar Khayyam, Hafiz, Ibn Sina and
it was taken up by Abai. Thus, in Abai’s poetry the implication prevails essentially
over the pretty laconic text — the poet ‘pulls’ in meditation and ‘guessing’ of
concealed meaning of the verse, as if making the reader his”co-author” of the
poetic content if not the poetic form. If we consider that this attitude to the
philosophical lyrics expressed by Azim is Auezov’s point of view, it becomes clear
that Mukhtar Omarkhanovich who subtly and deeply grasped the poetry,



appreciated the poetry not only for its impressive direct impact, but for its ability to
motivate to thinking. And that’s why the poet and composer union in Abai proves
the principle of harmony between music and poetry. Musical art penetrates the soul
most. Due to the coverage of Abai image in the tragedy, in the literary script, as
well as in ‘The Path of Abai’ epic Auezov as the artist gots an opportunity to
understand and to show the originality of Abai’s creative individuality in the
historical context and in the process of his formation.

M. O. Auezov do not always speak about creativity directly, he usually talks by
speeches of the characters, the clash of different opinions, the perception of poetry.
The biased attitude to poetry provides its vivid development and the poetry is
interpreted by different characters in different ways: it is interpreted narrowly and
biasedly (Karim), it is interpreted widely, with a sense of tradition (Zeinep,
Baimagambet). Auezov’s vivid dialectical approach to poetry generated by the
entire history of the Kazakh culture, the current approach to it as to the
continuation of a very long search and disputes became the author's position, which
has no doubt its strengths. The author’s position is revealed in Auezov’s
interpretation of such s difficult concept as ‘borrowing’, ‘influence’ in poetry and
art. By Abai’s thinking about the poetry of Pushkin, Goethe, Lermontov, and by
Baimagambet’s free paraphrase of the Mozart and Salieri story, Auezov shows the
importance of a literary epoch and national environment as well as the importance
of a special type of creative thinking that is characterized by universality,
flexibility, maturity and integrity — all these characteristics are belonged to a real
poet only.

Aba’s artistic image, his actions and deeds, his character, his spiritual character are
considered by Auezov during most all his creative life. ‘Abai’ tragedy and ‘Abai’
literary script gives an idea of Abai’s poetry which always excited Mukhtar
Auezov. The works give the idea of interpretations of the problem, proposed in his
works. Thanks to his art works about Abai the reader’s (the spectator’s) evolution
in relation to poetry takes place, it does not weaken with the passage of time.
Auezov subtly, unobtrusively attracts attention to the very complex, effectively
inexhaustible problems of poetry. In each of his works about Abai the problems of
poetry are raised in different ways and pointing out different aspects. But his idea
that while there is an interest in poetry, and poetry is eternal.
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"~ International Cultural Exchange
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- Cultural cooperation



5 lele Olo Jlite qoalis o 5 Sl eonlis @ ol ke 4 a8 Oblzel 5 L il el
(Cummings, ¥ :Y+ 1Y) 3,05 5 5,5 la 528

ol 0315 OLES 395 5l 6 g 4 1) ) sl e G (Son b pwledis 534S i L pl poesdle
Sl 53 0L o)l 5 ol Sl (25 e Oler il 3 p3,e ple 4 DS sl L G
3 0 Bl s ol ol sy (Sa b ulolys (Yo 1) (Sl o 51 pd 48 8IS & (S b
ooledys S S o AST gl el e il glaypiS Ols e Ole blize Sos il 5 s b
St il b S (Sin 5 b 168l kit 4 5 4l o a8 Olge 4 AL | S
(Sacki, 2005: 138&137).05L 555 Kon i 5 05 s Sl i

S Nl ke (K leds 45 S L (Sa el Sl el s 00 KS b 4
el e ol sls 5 Ly siS Ko ps e SIS ,80 5 0als S5l oty s S5 gl 5508
DS 5388 g 53 e w4t bl wali Cuui sl D3 Ll (S ls wix Ss s s
Sus Ulpe 4 (S b wledos i pl bl an 315 (Sl 55 ke G 3 s es sl
Olee Joles b ay ol (g5l 5 (35,0 Sa b o Cod a0 5 g 0 oS W) 55 L 5i8 G ol
5 e el slslg (I3 b 5 Has sl Olasle e s Sl el el s 4 e il 0 S S
Ca 53 Ol o (S 5 358 S G Ul e e nl @ o)Ll L e 53 el s s SIST
OYAYT/YA (hama).ss) oo slad 4 (Kb olalys Lol

a3 8 13 018 ot 51 6ok 4 55 3550 (2ol ol )3 p 3 S8 Olyie 4 KK S 9S Olss o
Sl (Soa b sl el 5 Ll Sl eslinal (slme a0 a5 s o (Sin b wlodns Olpe O & 1 .
O 4 5 (ol B 4 el S0 a3 5 e & (e S OeS 5 S0 U 5 B jne
Ol 5 015 B dms o o3lm) O 4 a8 ol 5528 o 3 ) Jlesl 51 5L ) 500 (Sn b el
Sls ks b a3 .xsr,a\;LM%\}LAU;;,\L&ﬁ}oﬁéﬁu&yj\\,&mgk,nj@
S el G b 5101 o 53,15 48 3 oo IS 4 o 8 Jlis 3 ) sl ol g

'~ Cultural Policy
"~ Influence

"- Impact



5 ORES Wl cl Cle &S S Ulg e Ol ekl (Gosper S elals G
sl dgzdls s 8 b ol Ol Ll (g s a8l Olsle 5 edd b i 5l Ll
5 as 3 o ks o &S s slaysiS s e e slasl s b il s OlT s o SS1 IS
S 5l s 5 ey Sl 5 S skt 4 s s ea g Ol 5 Sl OleS 5 K 5 5 2l
5 Dl OOl 5 Ol Odes 5 Kbl o wBlie 5 Slaal Gis 5 sl 3 La)sES e e
.dLaCéL'.»w}.?jQ:.;L?)}L;.»@Jﬁ“;LgLaQMjLA&AJAJ\@é\}SJJjQ}u

Pt (Sa b lalys oS S il Olnl (Sl (o spnr (Soa 3 laks Sl sl LW
5 Sl Ol Ol 5 Kan b Cilisn b s g alal 5 e 5550 e il ge Golie 3 2S5 s 5 s
rlin (San 3 slasl il 808 @ b 3o @ ke e 4 el COE! OlaziS (5 s ClosT 635 4
OYAV/Y/E (g3blss b Slins). il o la,siS of s

Tl b 5Tl o Tl 55 (Saa B paledys 3,18

Gl adlaie 5 Mol sleolen 5 Bl 21530 L Olojan ops 4 5 Lo Ole Laly, 5 28 L
Sl 51 ol 3 ¢ Lo 5 Ledss Slesle uloadlos wy Lt gla i (S IS5 5 Lyl
4 i el ol sy opl 5S4 S50 4 a5 sl 4 Rl sl it sl Olge & ulals
UL S el 4 5 3550 05l pen Ml DB 5 Slojls o 55 sl Sl g 6505 Ol e
Less s ledony s b laled 5 Oliwlin mhaw (W51 G b 51 sl o () 5 Sl on gy () sl
el 4Bl 5 Ll lS s e ol gla a1 e L1 5 T e sas SO A4S
(S oslanl slg Kan Sy, Ll Soledos Slle 5 Ll o« | (YF YV LDIS)
Gl 53 G0l a3 el aitles =l o) pl 53 |y sl la S s bl (b s ke
DB lls Oler 5 adlae mlave 53 Oliuls (58 el 5 b ol 45 gla 525 035 40 L 5S>
or Dbl Jeged O Matabs 4y iy e ol nl s ol Cilihe sll 53 ey BB
(Y8 ATAY il 5 o) Sl o Som 3

"~ Islamic Republic of Iran Cultural Diplomacy

- International Relations
- World Politics
- Public opinion

Y
.
v
\ . .

- Intercultural Communication



368 e s S elalys G Glidy 53 IS s 55 ok olal OF 4 YU 55 oS 4l 55 el L
O35 sl Bl o el il D15 53 (6,58 0 Sss o ol PO g o S 3 S 2l e
i WU I Ll s 53 0 40 s 423l b 3168 a5 PO O (6, Kas 5 Ko 5 sl el
O e 3 L 6 Sl sk 4 Ol ol Soseer S gl anils s o S
sleke slazel Sle wiy olsee Lo 5 (UL rEb L oS el 65 4 G5S plasl o ek 4 JLI
B s L el B e e e e
o0l 528 Dlal Gl g (5 ity DUl il (Son b el 4l ' ol plalys 5550

(Y DTV VY OS5 st 1) L Lal

S5 7 Sl 53 Ol Dl (o) g0 (Kp  pulds 5 05 2,5
3148 Ol Ol Sosper ool Sl 53 & Sl 03 g adlaie Ol 4 55 0 bl Slps
M oS gk Olas o Copls Eomy 03 3L e Jlay s nc Sed 5 (Kb dm Slens 4 gl o oKl
Lok Olge Cod GUS i Olhss s Low ol Sl a bl Olee a b Gy o oylal 50
D3 01 o 3 Blie 3 5508 G p 5 Sl 4SS e Ol Oler Sl 3 o se 6l S
4 5 4SS o aSt FLl 2o sl 55 s kel e S 18 Sl 85 e 5 0,8
ol il Oles p 5 5 (g5 St 51 ke 4 il e Sl b 101G Gl sds s o5
OF=Yee VYAV (6B )s s dalgst s o, OF 5l ol oS 3 038 K oS

S eelr 8 Sl (SK5 G end 5 S Ulpe 4 K58 S il @SS el o
Olss 4 bae 6550 Sl GlaysiS 5 0l (S p Ll ady S o bl 1) e 5 38
93 LS 3 e SR Gy me aS 3 Shgls aSlr Al e OF I S o 5 il 0Ly Sl b
03,5 3L Ol Gla el ol 4 el 5 s (=l Sla a5 o sblel 4 anls Sl e e
Bilsy ol ods b 35 sy 5 U OLolid Okl 5 o0 Sl ol S 3l o sn ol &S (2
oSl Olslel 5 DL (g lalas O3 L3 o33 & 55,0 bl adlaie (sla) S L Ol Soa s

S b eods ae 53 (555 e bl 5 Ol Son b Ll gl Il e o el s (52

'~ Political diplomacy

\ . o eqe .
- Islamic Civilization



o 31 Sels 5 " Sam Obwsgl ¢ bl b Je gl O Sop 4 5 Olel e 5 Olatils
(IYA0 (Vlis 45 yazms 31 (gl 4ot jins (¢ in). il o (S5, 5 L

5 ) 5 6 el i g8 ol s CoaSL5l 30 sy SV b snsd Sl L
St 3 ol SNl b e a8 S il gls SHlr s (555 e bl Olez e (Sn b
tler ol s gaS ol CuaSl- o Lo, S glay b S Lais Oloes Ll sl (S0
2P a S glsis sl b g mnS sl 5o 5 mi Jded 5 (Kb Ol gls ae (s
G p Dlle 5 ks BaS pl pedle 8 eald i Sl e Kop el sl
DS s 53 oDl MBI Sl e o2 4 5 oslsen 6550 ol slas 585 Olnl ol () s
S Ulge o il Olas 51 01yl 5528 a8 LT 6123 8 513 5558 )l ol OIS, 5 0 ptane
L SColdos Jaulyy 5 2eS 5o mee dla )5S ol DDl St bl ey 40 Sl g o5 050 i 5528
5 K Ol 4oam g b Slllsl ol 58 bl lay 338 ol s S sl Suule 5 s pes 0L
wils 35 0 sl la)siS U alaly sim 53 &S ol leS s 5 Olnl ol Sosper oS oo
wils 0oLl H5iS gl ades Hlael 5 Sods GBSl 05 4 Jsd LB 5 St w4 e o)l pen (ol
el oLl 5 Jed B (o0lge 3 Ul e 45

«:Mﬁv_a@@)lsjbﬁh;ﬁnj);dﬁ%éalsw )

O Skl e ol 3l 5 55 Gbos b bLisl s o3 4 Tl sl Y

ailas s Sl pl 5l 2 sa s Gl oS ke Y

ol ) Sl e K s ke (oolaBl gl el e 4 oS JUI cwll s e

(Ol (elS 5

o ke s S p Ol 4 a5 b ess @ Olnl oMl (6 sper old S5 305e Sl 4 a5 L
Loaslie 53 &S col gy B ailene L5 (655 0 sl ailain oS oS Ol5 o ((Ka b gls s

" Ibn Sina

"- Farabi

‘- Abooreyhan Birooni

°- Balkhi

'~ Roodaki

'~ Common cultural

"~ Geographical vicinity

"- Common language and identity
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'- Iran-Kazakhstan Friendship Association
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Ways of trade lanes of the middle Ages: Aralo-Caspisn watershed

1
A. Demeuova

This work is the first attempt of integrated scientific approach in development
of a question of existence of northern branch of the trade artery, called the
Great silk way. As a result of research works of the last of 30 in the territory of
Mangistau area of years archeologists of Kazakhstan and Russia designated
series of medieval ancient settlements, settlements, caravanserais and the burial
grounds, the marking main directions of passing and basic points of trade
routes. Manifestation of bright examples of city culture in an area of
distribution of historically developed nomadic way of life is the indisputable
evidence of passing through these territories of powerful trade means of
communication of the international value. The revealed list of monuments of
archeology of an era of the Middle Ages of Mangistau area, most likely, is far
not full. The planned directions of researches expect new archaeological
historical opening.

Keywords: Peninsula of Mangyshlak. Ustyurt. Caspian Sea. Aralo-Caspian
watershed. Great silk way. Waysof trade lanes.

Introduction

The silk trade way from the East to the west passed through the territory of modern
China, Kazakhstan, Central Asia, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Turkey. However
there are data that in 6 century our era ways from coast of Syr-Darya and Amu
Darya to coast of Volga and were known further. It became clear that the way bent
around the Caspian Sea by land from the southwest through the Caucasus and from
the southeast through Turkmenistan. In addition, from the Chinese sources it
became known that in 5 century the Huns who have been pushed aside after a
campaign to Western Europe in borders of the Southern Russia, maintained
commercial relations with the tribes people who have remained in China. In 6
century at the same time with distribution of know-how of silk to the western
countries from China there is the northern branch of the Great silk way which has
become over time the recovered trade route between Central Asia and Eastern
Europe.

The important role was carried out by the territory of the peninsula of Mangyshlak
as one of transit sites of a trade way where there was a surprising symbiosis of the
overland and sea trade message. Delivery of goods from Asia was made by
caravans to the coast of the Caspian Sea. Here the goods were overloaded on
sailing vessels which transported it on the Volga coast or the west bank of the
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Caspian Sea. In addition sea trade joined the Mangyshlaksky coast with convenient
bays and harbors where coasting vessels plied.

In a basis of search location of known monuments of the Middle Ages and routes
of the caravan track, known the 19th beginnings of 20 century described in the
period of the second half was necessary. As a result of it, the whole series of
ancient roads was found. They are less noticeable, than Ustyurtsky, and not so
multibranch. The main difference caravanning or others (not technogenic)
highways is their relative straightforwardness, despite ruggedness of the district.

Monuments of the early Middle Ages.

The analysis of written sources, data on geomorphology of the Caspian Sea and
archaeological monuments of the peninsula of Mangyshlak allow to speak
reasonably about existence both sea, and the overland trade lines between Choresm
and Hazaria in the 8-first half of 10 century. Proceeding from it, it is necessary to
predict finding of the remains of settlements of the early Middle Ages marking the
caravanny route both on the mainland of Mangistausky area, and on Kulala's
island, and also at the bottom of North East Pri-Caspy.

The means of communication passable in early medieval time through a plateau
Ustyurt are defined by two points located on the North Western strengthened
settlement of Zhezda Ustyurt, adjoining east coast of litter of Shomyshtykol settles
down on an edge of the second terrace of a board of a plateau. On all western
board of the cape and partially the southeast extremity of fortifications has the
saturated dumps of household garbage presented by a large number of fragments of
modeled and easel vessels, bones of animals and wood and bone coal. Fragments
of metal wares, stone and glass beads meet.

The modeled ceramics differs variety of forms, the sizes and dressing of nimbuses
of collared type. Fragments of easel ceramics are not numerous. Generally it is
fragments of red clay jugs little-known for medieval archeology of Mangistausky
area of forms.

From the southwest party the fortification is adjoined by a small Kazakh cemetery
of 18-19 centuries.

In 2009 the site of a source of a canyon Sayaralyk looked round. Here the remains
of the small strengthened settlement defined as an outpost were found. The outpost
settles down on the headland ledge formed by two deep hollows. In a northern
hollow there is an operating spring. On a modern surface the mound builders stone
and soil embankment by diameter 16m and height 1,2m, representing the remains of
quadrangular construction 10x7Mm, a longitudinal axis focused on the line the
North-South is well looked through. Construction was erected directly to
extremities of the cape, and from the floor party is fenced with a rectangular wall
in the plan 30x23m with formation of a”’domestic” site in east sector. The wall is



read on contours of vertically established plates, horizontal laying or congestions
of a small stone. On a”domestic” site disorders of 3 or 4 small constructions are
noted. On the southern and western slopes of a headland ledge there are the
garbage dumps containing a small amount of fragments of modeled and easel
vessels, bones of animals and ashen were removed. The ceramics also meets on the
settlement area, and outside fencing it practically is not present.

The monument can be synchronous and cultural uniform to Zhezda's settlement.
Zhezda's settlement and outpost Sayaralyk should be connected with emergence
and dwelling history in northeast Pri-Caspy's territory of oguzskiya of the tribes
which movement from lower reaches of Syr-Darya in the northwest direction
happens in 8 century.

Monuments of the second half of 10 beginnings of 13 centuries.

The 10th beginning of 13 century is the most significant monument of the second
half Kyzylkal located in the territory of the Mangistausky area on coast of a spring
Akmysh's the ancient settlement.

Preliminary excavation on a small site allows assuming that it is the remains of the
large trade and craft city which has arisen on the caravanny route of northern
branch of the Great silk way. Judging by fragments of glazed ware, Kyzylkala's
construction happened during 10-11 centuries, and life stopped prior to activization
of commercial intercourses in the Golden Horde of the second half of 13 century.
In 10 century in the territory of the Khorezm state there was a rapid growth of the
cities. This fact, according to S. P. Tolstov,”is, undoubtedly, one of important
manifestations of the general economic recovery of the country, strengthening and
expansion of economic relations... city civilization of Khoresm with the
surrounding steppe and more remote countries... and surrounding steppes of
present Turkmenistan and the Western Kazakhstan and, secondly, the Volga region
Hazaria and Bulgaria, and further the extensive Slavic world of Eastern Europe”
become the arena of activity of horezmiysky merchants, first (S. P. Tolstov: 1948).
In trade with Eastern Europe Urgench standing on a branching of caravanny routes
through a desert plateau Ustyurt to the west to the mangyshlaksky coast and to the
northwest to Central Volga becomes the powerful center. The active foreign policy
of Choresm to the Volga region is directed at this time on prevalence, first of all, in
the trade sphere. It leads to emergence at the beginning of 10 century in the capital
of the Hazaria state the city Ithiel of a large horezmiysky colony.

In the Volga region after defeat of the Hazaria khaganate it is expedient to connect
emergence with active foreign policy of Choresm on the brisk trade route of the
ancient settlement of Kyzylkal. The most probable date of its bookmark the second
half of 10 century when the peninsula of Mangyshlak which was earlier belonging
to Chazars, passes under the power of Choresm.



Scales of the ancient settlement of Kyzylkal (more than 50 hectares) and capacity
of cultural deposits (more 2m) indicate character and value of caravanny trade for
medieval Eurasia. Having arisen in the period of the active foreign policy of
Urgench directed to the west, this city became the most extreme northwest outpost
of a horezmiysky civilization. The city building history on Mangyshlak began with
a laying of pise-walled fortress.

On the southeast suburb of the city the remains of a powerful shaft dam for
collecting spring and flood waters are looked through. In 2009 at the level of the
fourth construction horizon around fortress the remains of the artificial water
currents which have been laid out by an adobe brick that points to existence water
pipe, supplying the central part of the city by drinking water were recorded.
Thanking an environment in the district Akmysh there is the horezmiysky cultural
and craft center which is plentifully fed by the income from transit duties on goods
and trade with the local nomadic population. Here such difficult production as iron
and copper processing prospered. On the southern suburb of the city the remains of
several furnaces for roasting of pottery remained. Local potters in the big range
made economic, household and tableware, including attempts on production of
irrigation ceramics were carried out. For finishing of smart facades of certain
rooms bricks with a carved pattern were made. There is archaeological evidence of
existence here a jeweler workshop and as local production of glassware’s is
supposed.

By drawing up the master plan of the ancient settlement different orientation of
inhabited constructions on parts of the world is revealed. Houses unite with the
same orientation in quarter complexes. Possibly, it testifies to different religion of
his inhabitants. Comparison of historical evidences of 10-12 centuries about
Hazaria Itil's population and horezmiysky Urgench allows claiming that the trade
cities were the centers of great toleration. Here side by side there lived Muslims,
Christians, Jews, Buddhists and pagans. It is not surprising. The trade business to
this day bringing prosperity and stability to all people is international and knows
no limit.

Written certificates on Mangyshlak of the period of the Middle Ages are not
limited to works of Mukaddasi and Biruni. Thanks to Huseyni's message, it is
known of a fortress siege Mangyshlak armies of seljuks governor Alp-Arslan in
1065 (SADR ad-Din Ali al-Husayni 1980: 52).

The new concretized data on mangyshlaksky fortress appear 65 years later in the
work of the Yakut writing about board Chorasm Shah of Atsyza (1127 1156) of
one of the first governors, openly opposed a Seljuks dynasty for independence of
the Chorasm state. (Materials on stories the Turkmen and Turkmenistan. Arab and
Persian sources. T. I. Y II-H II centuries of M. -L. , 1939: 453).



Owing to researches of the last years the probability what exactly the
Kyzylkalinsky ancient settlement is mentioned in historical sources under a name
of Mankashlag is very high.

First, the period of blossoming of the city coincides over time historical mentions
of it-11 and 12 centuries.

Secondly, the probability is very high that Kyzylkalinsky fortress was put not
earlier than the second half of 10 century and was under construction with
observance of architectural receptions, characteristic for Choresm as most
geographically the center of city culture of Central Asia close to Mangyshlak.
According to historical chronicles, the peninsula territory, at least, before 965 years
was under protectorate of Hazaria.

S. P. Tolstov considers that from 70th of 10 century Choresm starts owning
somewhat the Volga part of Hazaria at the time of active opposition with arising
Kievan Rus' for control of an important trade artery of the Volga River. After 977
years the emir of Choresm al-Mamun ibn Mohammed (the founder of the second
dynasty Choresmshahs) with variable success carries out attempts to advance
borders of the Muslim world on the territory of Hazaria (S. P. Tolstov 1948: 252-
255). It is very probable that Kyzylkala originally arose as fortress outpost on the
new lands subject to Choresm in the period of active foreign policy of the
Urgenchsky emir.

Thirdly, according to interposition of the cultural horizons, in the first third of time
of existence of Kyzylkala of a wall of pise-walled fortress were revetted with a
powerful stone laying. Thus from under walls to level of the continental horizon
the created occupation layer therefore the superficial ditch with shaft was formed
was removed. The internal surface of Syrtsovy wall layings was turned also. To
such grandiose reconstruction of fortress could induce very powerful reasons,
probably, historical and political character. Calculation of average time of increase
of occupation layers at a fortification shows that such event taking into account
probable time of the basis of fortress and a pelting of the ancient settlement could
occur approximately in 70-80 years after its bookmark that Mankashlak Alp-
Arslan's armies in 1065 coincides with a historic fact of a siege of fortress. In that
case fortress could be taken Kipchaks then to them passed control of important
transit knot of movement of trade caravans, as induced the Seljuksky governor to
go with military expedition on distant borders of the state. The Mankashlaksky
fortress destroyed as a result of storm was newly built up, but the equipment of
construction was other, a little known for Central Asia, with use of large stone
blocks and an armor-clad laying of walls. The built-on stone wall could reach 7-8
m in height at a thickness of 6 m. Not casually the Yakut reports about
unapproachable fortress at the end of borders of Choresm, between Choresm,
Saksin and the country Rus'.



Fourthly, in 2009 the site of the third construction horizon which has been
conditionally carried to the first half of 12 century which is characterized by
several 1mportant signs was opened. Constructions of this horizon were
purposefully destroyed and planned in an equal platform. On this platform
constructions of the second construction period are erected. As a result of
excavation two iron tips of heavy arrows of powerful long-range onions were
found in wall blockages.

And the last, Kyzylkal's ancient settlement the only large settlement of city
planning of 10-13 centuries, found in the territory of Mangistausky area.

Despite the importance and scales, Kyzylkala existed not for long. The numerous
fragments of ceramic ware collected on a surface of the settlement, are dated the
12th beginning of 13 century. Archaeological materials of the period of the Golden
Horde, being characterized activization of commercial intercourses, here it is not
found. Most likely, Kyzylkala's decline began after defeat of Choresm by winter of
1220-1221.

The direction of means of communication of Kyzylkal the Tupkaragansky bay, is
marked by two fortresses on a piece more than 160 km. Near fortress to Kyzylkala
settles down in Aygyrla's district in the neighborhood with a well Shat at distance
of 60 km at movement through the Karatausky pass at the settlement Shair.

The second fortress is in the district Tubezhik in 55 km from Aygyrla's fortress.
Fortress is arranged on a high cape ledge of a site of the Tupkaragansky plateau
and now represents stone shaft with elements of the layings, partitioning off the
cape or strengthening its boards.

The Tupkaragansky bay which is settling down in 35 km from fortress Tubezhik
had to be finishing point of probable movement of trade caravans. In 2008 on a
northeast extremity of. Fort - Shevchenko around modern sports school earlier
unknown ancient settlement which has received the name Corgantas is recorded.
The ancient settlement is in limits of the northernmost tip of a rocky range
Curgantash. Ancient settlement borders while are determined in 15 hectares by
finds of fragments of pottery and the remains of the stone bases not traditional for
the period of city construction of 19-20 centuries. The small collection of
fragments of pottery collected here can be divided into 4 types:

Type 1: modeled ware with organic chemistry and chamotte impurity in the clay
father-in-law.

Type 2: easel red ware and gray clay ceramics, characteristic for the cultural
horizons of the ancient settlement of Kyzylkal.

Type 3: ceramics of gold-ordynsky time.

Type 4: ceramics of aktamsky type of the Azerbaijani production probably for the
first time appearing on east coast of the Caspian Sea in the second half or the end
of 14 century.



On the basis of the revealed remains of the bases of defensive works the ancient
settlement citadel can be defined. Stone designs of fortress in the present are
strongly sorted on a stone. On the basis of the analysis of the plan of the New
Petrovsky strengthening made in 1847 it is known that there was a strengthened
defensive line of military camp when strengthening. Outlines of several sites of
fortifications it is nowadays looked through at the level of the remained bases and
more coincide with distribution of a ceramic material and stone designs of
improvement of the western slope of a range, the room one open center.

When clearing filling of the room fragments of modeled and easel ceramics, a bone
of animals, an iron-ware and a stone are found.

The ceramic material from excavation does not possess signs of gold- ordynsky
ceramics that allows dating previously its 12th beginning of 13 centuries.

The analysis of a lifting material and finds of ceramics allows claiming
convincingly that the ancient settlement Korgantas arose during the period at least
in 11-12 century though earlier time of its construction in oguzokhazarsky time is
not excluded also.

In 10 km north to the east of the ancient settlement Korgantas in 2006 the small
coastal fortress which has received the name of Tupkaragan is found. It settles
down in the coastal line of the western board of the Tupkaragansky plateau. On the
area of fortress fragments of modeled and easel ceramics till the gold -ordynsky
period meet.

Thus, on the basis of the conducted researches the hypothesis of means of
communication between Kyzylkal's ancient settlement and the Tupkaragansky bay
was successfully confirmed, and it convincingly testifies to existence of the sea
message of the peninsula of Mangyshlak (the ancient settlement Korgantas), at
least, with Derbent and Saksin (the city which has arisen on ruins of Itil) in 1 - the
beginning of 13 centuries.

Korgantas was succeeded to determine one more coastal fortress till the
zolotoordynsky period, being considerably to the south of the ancient settlement. It
settles down on the northernmost tip of the capeSagyndyk. Fortress received the
name Sagyndyk 2. It is on the bank of the Caspian Sea at the basis of a high board
of a rocky plateauln this place of a plateau, unlike the northern and southern
directions on removal to 10 km, there is the gentle terrace slope convenient for
descent (the only modern steppe road which is going down to the sea coast) here
lies.

Before fortress on the area apprx. 1,5 hectares along break of the coast and on the
area of the cape small fragments of easel and modeled ceramics, horezmiysky
production 12 in and vessels of Aktamsky type (the Azerbaijani production of the
end of 14 15 centuries) meet.
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Fortress Sagyndyk 2 marks the new not studied direction of movement of trade
caravans to the coast of the Caspian Sea.

Monuments of the late Middle Ages.

To 15 first half of 16 centuries active trade relations in a steppe zone temporarily
calms down. At sunset existence of ulus Zhosha in 1395 the Ustyurtsky trade route
was destroyed by Tamerlan's armies. Disorder of the empire of the Golden Horde
and formation on its basis of the new nomadic states were accompanied by the
continuous operations which far are not promoting prosperity of trade.

Process of self-affirmation of the new states was accompanied by adjustment of
diplomatic relations with neighbors and restoration of the trade intercourses. As a
result of Ivan the Terrible active foreign policy after capture of Kazan and
Astrakhan the Moscow state receives control over the main transport artery of
Eurasia Volga and a free exit to the Caspian Sea. In 1558 English merchant
Antonio Dzhenkinson undertook travel to the Yurgenchsky earth (Urgench and
Bukhara) for the purpose of adjustment of commercial intercourses of England
with India and China. From Astrakhan the English merchant by sea reached the
Mangyshlaksky peninsula where wanted to land on Karagansky havens. The
description of this travel is the first, documentary testified fact of swimming of
trade vessels at east coast of the Caspian Sea. Certainly, this system of navigation
practiced and in earlier times. In the territory of Mangyshlak at the beginning of
the 20th century the following places of fishing bands where and in the Middle
Ages on temporary parking trade vessels could be moored were known: Zhandaur
(the cape Burynshik on the peninsula Buzachi), the Tupkaragansky bay, the cape
Sagyndyk, Akmuryn's cape (Cretaceous), Aleksandrbaysky gulf (modern
settlement Kuryk), Kendirla's gulf (D. Livkin 1902).

It is necessary to notice that the haven name Mangyshlak is probably the most
ancient. It is mentioned for the first time in the description of travel to Central Asia
English merchant Anthony Dzhenkinson in 1558-1560 (English travelers in the
Moscow state in the XVI century 1937).

By results of historical and archaeological and cartographical research attempt of
reconstruction of means of communication with definition of probable time of
functioning for the first time is carried out.

Important aspect of reconstruction is definition of basic points of the means of
communication originating in the territory of modern Uzbekistan. The main
starting point of movement of trade caravans is considered medieval Urgench.
Historically also the Ustyurtsky route actively functioning in 14 century and
equipped with hospitable road-side yards with caravanserais is archacological well-
known. This road is distinctly traced in satellite pictures. Identification of two
accurately defined roads originating at the strengthened settlement of Zhezda



became an important point of viewing of a satellite map. One of Zhezdinsky
branches lies in the southern direction, connecting to the main highway of 14
century a little to the south of a caravanserai Churuk. Therefore, the southern piece
of the Ustyurtsky route of the period of the Golden Horde functioned and in the
early Middle Ages. Very possibly, what exactly on this route there passed a travel
route to Volga religious diplomatic mission of Ahmed ibn Fadlan in 921-922.
Means of communication of Choresm and the peninsula of Mangyshlak passed to
the south of a hollow board Barsakelmes. Here in the analysis of a satellite map the
whole network of old roads the part from which originates at southeast a plateau
chinka Ustyurt from Urgench, and part around east board of the Sarykamyshsky
hollow is traced. The last, most likely, are connected with the settlements located
on AmudaryinskyDaryalykCanal. Towards the peninsula of Mangyshlak two main
routes coming for descents from ustyurtsky a chinka in districts Karazhar-Bosaga
and Kyzyladyr are traced. On modern border of Kazakhstan and Karakalpakstan
from a well of Eltedzha the southern branch forks: one of roads conducts to
descent of Karazhar-Bosaga, and another to Kendirla's gorge with the well of the
same name through Karynzharyksky sand (to. Sholaktam) and the Kendirly-
Kayasansky plateau (to. Basgurla) to Kendirla's convenient sea harbor. From
descent of Karazhar-Bosaga the way passed through wells of Bosaga, Saykudyk,
Besokta, Senek, Sumsa, Burla, Beka, Borlygun, Ashchybas, Kyshtyk to the
Tupkaragansky bay.

By means of cards 19 of the beginning of 20 two directions of the message from
Besokta and Kokkudyk located to the east of the settlement Senek's wells, towards
the Kendirlinsky bay, passing through the northernmost tip of a hollow of Kaunda
are reconstructed.

The northern branch of the ways conducting to descent Kyzyladyr, passed through
Terekurp's wells. Sholaktam, Zhanasha and Koktykudyk where forked, passing
from two parties along ridge East Karatau and further to a nodal point at the
unusual incident spring (the modern settlement Shetp).

D. Livkin's card allows assuming that between the southern and northern branches
of a way there was a transition in the area of wells Sumsa, Darmen-ata and
Zhanasha.

Routes of the Hazaria and horezmiysky periods of history of the peninsula of
Mangyshlak because of similarity of a historical and geographical situation are
defined as a uniform main complex. The road from Ustyurtsky descent Kyzyladyr
through wells Sholaktam and Koktykudyk on a southwest board of ridge East
Karatau (Agashta's caravanserai) to Kyzylkal's ancient settlement was most
precisely designated. It is important to notice that the sea message of Mangyshlak
with the cities of the west bank of the Caspian Sea already at this time could
function.
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Supervision over history of formation of burial grounds of the 11th beginning of 13
centuries allows saying reasonably that construction of gravestone constructions
with application of a red brick is in the bulk characteristic only for the period of the
second half of 13 - 14 centuries. Thus, not numerous burial grounds of the period
of the Golden Horde where the red brick was used, can settle down in places of
proximity to points of a certain concentration of settled population probably the
active trade message living only within routes.

In 18 and 19 centuries the main directions of ways messages were Tupkaragansky
and Kendirlinsky.

Separately it is necessary to mention value of the island of Kulala, as important sea
transshipment terminal. Historical evidences that this island was a place of
wintering of the Russian fishermen, in 18 century the Russian settlement arises
base of insurgent groups of Cossack Stepan Razin, in the 19th century here point to
the strategic importance Kulalov on the northeast Caspian Sea. Certificates on
numerous finds here fragments of a red and white coral which does not grow in the
Caspian Sea, allow assuming that near the island passed maritime trade routes of
earlier time. It does very perspective carrying out here archaeological researches.
The message on finds of a white coral on the island long as allows to include it in
the sphere of scientific interests of researchers.

Conclusion

As showed the analysis of archaeological, written and cartographical sources, for
the long historical period of existence of the trade message in East Prikaspy the
territory of the peninsula of Mangyshlak was covered by the whole network of
caravanny roads. Their functioning throughout all medieval era could have either
spontaneous character, or constant.

Important aspect of reconstruction is definition of basic points of the means of
communication originating in the territory of modern Uzbekistan. The main
starting point of movement of trade caravans is considered medieval Urgench.
Historically also the Ustyurtsky route actively functioning in 14 century and
equipped with hospitable road-side yards with caravanserais is archacological well-
known.

Manifestation of bright examples of city culture in an area of distribution of

historically developed nomadic way of life of the peninsula of Mangyshlak is the
indisputable evidence of passing through these territories of powerful trade means
of communication of the international value. The revealed list of monuments of
archeology of an era of the Middle Ages of Mangistausky area, most likely, is far
not full. The planned directions of researches expect new archaeological historical
opening.
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